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Abstract
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The purpose of this research was to explore and seek to understand the attitude towards and
preference for the vemacular landscape in westemn Thailand. The study area consists of Nakhon
Pathom, Suphan Buri, Rajburi and Phetchaburi in the Western Region of Thailand. Analysis of
geographical features was performed in order to specify photographs representing Westemn
countryside landscape. Sixty-five photographic images were selected to construct a photo-
questionnaire used in data collection. Respondents were asked to give ratings to each picture
according to its perceived beauty and compatibility with countryside landscape of Western Region.
Respondents’ attitudes towards countryside landscape in general and specifically of Western Region
were recorded. Finally, Data were analyzed and tested; using frequency distributions, means, Chi-
square and Multi-dimensional Scaling.

Analysis of geographic data reveals that countryside landscape characteristic of Western
Region is mostly mixed areas of wiidland and agriculture lands. From the respondents’ perceptions,
the mountainous topography appears to be predominant among the various types representing the
Westemn landscape. The levels of perceived beauty and compatibility with the countryside landscape
of Western Region assessed from the photographic images were positively correlated. From MDS,
four landscape dimensions influencing the perceptions of beauty emerge; they are: natural — man
made environment, congruent - incongruent , verdant- tidy of atmosphere . The emerged dimensions
influencing the levels of compatibility are; identify of the place, romantic - realistic atmosphere, natural
- man-made environment and rural - urban lifestyle. Furthermore, classified of people perceiving
landscape can be made into 4 groups according to their attitudes towards countryside landscape;
namely, Romanticism, Utilitarianism, Modemizationism and Anti-ruralism. Several characteristics of
persons are found to be similarly related to the ratings of beauty and compatibility. Respondents’
occupation and age play key roles in their assessments. Respondents’ birthplace environment,
growing-up place, place of residence, education and salary are also related to some degree to beauty
and compatibility. Finally, the results has shed light and clarify understanding of attitudes and
perceptions of Thai people towards countryside landscapes. The ways aesthetics of these
landscapes were assessed and dimensions influencing the assessments were revealed. Conclusion
were drawn on some important issues need to be considered in protecting and enhancing the visual

quality of countryside landscape in Western Thailand.



