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Abstract

Beliefs and Social Aspects in relation of Houses and Living
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Beliefs and Social Aspects in relation to Houses and Living is a research which has
set its focus on the lives and environments of different ethnic groups within the Westem
region of Thailand. Various characteristics of settlements and architecture of these sthnic
groups are underain by religious as well as social and cultural beliefs. Such beliefs are
unique among each ethnic group; evident in different customs, rites, religions as well as rules
of conducts. These customs, rites and rules play a vital part in the formation of houses,
including the aspects of construction, spatial configuration and the use thereafter. In addition
to the formation of houses, beliefs and social aspects also influence the way human relates
to their environments. Along with human migration, beliefs also migrate. Although beliefs
vary from place to place, they can be seen as a combination or unification of many types of
beliefs from different cultures and societies. Such unification of various types of beliefs,
whether they are agreeable or contradictory to each other, often creates unique physical
transformation of houses and environments, which can be seen as a reflection of cultural,

social as well as economic changes that occurs through time.



