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Temples have played important roles in Thai society and have been central to the Thai ways of
living. Buddhist temples also provided public space for religious ceremonies and other sacred and
secular activities associated with people's daily life from birth to death. In addition, they are also related
to Thai traditions, both auspicious and inauspicious, as well as Thai art which all have symbolic meanings
in Buddhism.

Central Thailand is a region with plyralistic society comprising of several ethnic
minorities. The architecture of Buddhist temples in local communities were erected in vernacular styles
and reflect local identities which are results of local wisdom. Such wisdom started to be replaced in
Thailand during the period of reformation in politics, economy, and religion which emerged in the reign
of King Rama V as a flux of new cultures and ideas entered Siam, the former name of Thailand. Social
changes occurred in rural areas and the capital as rural villagers from rural areas moved to the capital
to sell their labor. By the beginning of the 26" century B.E. up to the present, Thai people had to adjust
themselves since the society is full of new cultures and ideas influenced by the west. These new ways
of thinking aimed to fulfil physical needs and comfort rather than mental and spiritual health. Buddhist
temples play a part in healing societies by offering various activities for needs of the mass as well as
individuals. However, demands from society and activities offered by temples generally aim towards
well being in worldly matters and daily life more than spirituality. They repeatedly disregard local wisdom
in art and architecture that is already little left, and it seems that the former ways of living are becoming

more and more difficult to revive.



