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ABSTRACT

172925

Rice can be considered as the origin of Thai culture. It is the source of
wisdom heritage, including architecture. The focus of this research lies in “yoong-
kao,” the rice barn or the place that shelters rice in terms of the architecture
construct and its relationship with human as well as the context of the place and
time, which is the origin of sustainable life.

Through field survey and research in the four provinces within' the
Western region of Thailand, Supanburi, Nakornpatom, Rajburi and Petchburi, this
study employs the framework of vernacular architecture and cultural ecology in
order to understand the architecture that has always been built without any
architects.

Rice has always occupied a prominent role within the intricate network
of Thai culture. It has always been a part of life. Thai farmers never consider rice
as merely plant, but rice has always been sacred, having lived in it the angel,
which serve as the mother of all lives. This belief outlines the rules of conduct
towards rice, one must behave with respect.

Although the rice barn or “yoong-kao” carries various names, the all
serve as the place to shelter rice in relation to each family economic status. As it
serves as the safe storage for the family, it is also seen as the sacred dwelling
place of the angle of all lives.

In terms of vernacular architecture, identities of the rice barn are the
result of local materials.  Its structure always outwardly reveals the truth of
materials as well as the methods of construction. In terms of its relationship with
the context, the location of the rice bam is always carefully considered according
to beliefs and physical characteristics of its location.

The scope of this research covers the architecture of the rice barn
within the Western region of Thailand. It is also possible that any further research
will extend to other kinds architectural construct that also originate from the rice

culture throughout every regions of Thailand.



