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ABSTRACT 173906

This research is'a comparative study on living environments between the
Black Tais in Thailand and in Vietnam. The Black Tai in Thailand, in fact, is
of the same ethnic group to the Black Tai who had long lived and still live
in the north-west of Vietham. They had migrated from their homeland to
Thailand because of historical circumstances at the early period of
Rattanakosin. Many scholars have suggested that the Black Tais of these
two locations share the same cultural roots and are able to maintain their

original culture within the dynamics of the contemporary world.

The research’s studies cover four main issues: the people’s world views,
settlements, villages and houses. Site survey was the main research
method. This was carried out on a number of settlements, in Thailand
mainly being those villages located in Phetchaburi, and in Vietnam

being those located around the province of Dien Bien.

Itwas found that when the Black Tai had first settled in Thailand, traditional
settlement forming and house building were fully carried out, as similar to
those done in Vietnam and despite of the geographical differences
between the two countries’ settlement locations. Gradually, this has been
changed, due to the influence of Thai culture. While the Black Tai in Vietnam
still maintains their traditionai valley settlement forming and house building,
which clearly indicate the symbiosis between the power of nature and the
way of life, changes are imminent, however. Vietnamese culture has already
started to distinctively influence the characteristics of the Black Tai's living
environments. This indicates that their living identities are gradually
disappearing. In the future, would the Black Tais be the strong cultural

conservationist as they used to be?



