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# # 4574154825: MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEYWORD: PHUKET / SHOPHOUSE / SINO — PORTUGUESE
MISS PREEYACHANAN SAISAKARES: THE INFLUENCES ON THE ARCHITECTURE
OF PHUKET OLD TOWN. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. DR. SANTI
CHANTAVILASVONG, PH.D., 111 pp. ISBN 974-17-5979-7.

The study of the influences on the architecture of Phuket Old Town is based on the
conflict between architectural history and the definition of architecture. Therefore, this case study of
Chinese Hokkien shophouses, a mixed of Chinese and western — style architecture built during the
reign of King Rama V in Phuket Old Town, was conducted.

The Chinese Hokkien shophouses in Phuket Old Town have been influenced by the
Chinese shophouses in George Town, Penang, Malaysia. Due to the fact that Penang was a former
British Colony, these shophouses in George Town came under the influence of British Colonial
architecture. The transfer of architectural characteristics between Phuket Old Town and George
Town results from the relationship of the Chinese people in both towns.

Later, the architecture of Phuket Old Town was defined as being Sino — Portuguese
architecture. A lot of effort has gone into shophouses in Phuket Old Town into the above —
mentioned definition, as a result of placing confusion over the study of the architectural history of
Phuket Old Town as well as historical conflict.

In this regard, the study of the development of the groups of emigrants to Phuket Island
from the time of their settliement until the establishment of the Chinese Hokkien community in Phuket
Old Town was conducted. Consequently, the study of the history of western countries, and their
contact with Phuket Island, and also their contact with the Malay Peninsular, was conducted.
Furthermore, the study of the physical characteristics of shophouses influenced by western — style
architecture in Phuket Old Town, George Town, and other towns in the Malay Peninsular, was
conducted to analyze the influences on shophouses in Phuket Old Town.

The results of the study of the influences on the architecture of Phuket Old Town was
conducted by finding out various historical relationships which provided historical proof of the
architectural influences on shophouses in Phuket Old Town built during the reign of King Rama V,
was influenced from British Colonial Architecture in Penang.

Defining shophouses in Phuket Old Town as Sino — Portuguese is completely
inappropriate, because such shophouses do not conform to conventional architectural history. To
continue to use this definition, Sino — Portuguese would be a mistake for the historical studies of the

architecture of Phuket Old Town in the future.
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