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Abstract

This study was a qualitative research based on the phenomenological approach.
Its purpose was to describe the psychological experiences of mothers who had acute
leukemic child patients on receiving the hematopoietic stem cell transplantation.

The key informants were 13 purposively selected mothers who took their
children to follow up the results of hematopoietic stem cell transplantation at the Pediatric
Out Patients Department of Ramathibodi Hospital. These mothers had the experiences in
taking care of their children since they had been sick until receiving the transplantation.
Data were collected by in-depth interviewing and using the recording equipment from
March 1, 2015 to June 30, 2015. The sound recorded interviews were transcribed verbatim
and analyzed by qualitative research methods.

The findings revealed that the mental conditions of these mothers had changed
continuously. They consisted of anxiety, stress, and suffering depending on their children-s
physical and mental conditions, steps of the treatment, as well as other impacts. The
mothers: mental conditions could be divided into 4 phases: (1) the beginning phase on first
dealing with their children-s illness, consisting of anxiety, stress, and suffering caused by
side effects of chemotherapy, their rights to medical treatment, as well as expenditure,
changing of dwelling place, and job problems; (2) the preparing phase for stem cell
transplantation, consisting of anxiety about serious problems that could occur with their
children in the future, however they still had confidence in the doctor-s treatment and had
the need for their children to have the transplantation; (3) the phase of stem cell
transplantation, consisting of anxiety, stress and suffering concerning complications from
chemotherapy and graft-versus-host diseases; and (4) the post stem cell transplantation
phase, consisting of anxiety about infection, resulting in the mothers having good and
strictly taking care of their children; the strategies employed by these mothers to cope with
these problems in each phase were using religion for mental remediation, using positive
thinking, having hopes and receiving emotional support from surrounding persons; these
strategies were important to help these mothers passing through these situations; the mental
conditions of these mothers concerning results of their children-s transplantation were both
happiness and suffering; and these experiences caused these mothers to have determination
to do good deeds and have desires for helping the others.

Keywords:  Psychological experience, Mothers who had acute leukemic
child patients, Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation
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