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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the history and
development of the folk craft of weaving Java barb fish models from Talipot palm
leaves; (2) the problems encountered by residents of Tha Wasukri Sub-district and
Phukhao Thong Sub-district, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya District, Ayutthaya Province,
who make their living from this folk handicraft; and (3) approaches to solving those
problems and developing the career of making palm leaf Java barb fish models.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research,
participatory observation and in-depth interviews with 45 key informants from 2 sub-
districts in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya District, Ayutthaya Province. The 24 key
informants from Tha Wasukri Sub-district consisted of 7 village leaders and
knowledgeable people, 2 academics, 5 business people and 10 tourists. The 21 key
informants from Phu Khao Thong Sub-district consisted of 4 village leaders and
knowledgeable people, 2 academics, 3 business people, 2 employees of the municipal
social welfare department and 10 tourists. Data were analyzed using descriptive
analysis.

The results showed that (1) The art of weaving Java barb fish from Talipot
palm leaves was started by Muslim Thais who lived in boats and traded in spices.
Because their lives had been closely connected with the Chao Phraya River for more
than 200 years they were familiar with fish, and because the Java barb is a striking-
looking fish, they invented a way to make models of Java barbs from local materials
like banana leaves and coconut leaves. Later they began to use Talipot palm leaves to
make the fish because they are stronger and more durable. The woven fish were made
to be hung up as decorations or for playthings for children. The crafters developed
ways to decorate the woven fish with paint and began to produce them for sale. They
experimented with using synthetic materials like plastic sheets or plastic straws, but
they were not as well received in the market, so at present most of the fish are woven
from palm leaves. (2) The problems encountered by people who make their livelihood
from selling these woven fish are a lack of raw materials, a lack of labor, and price
pressure from middlemen that has caused the crafters’ income to decrease. (3) To
solve these problems, the key informants recommended that the government and
private sector should support this traditional craft, especially by helping develop
product and packaging innovations and providing more marketing outlets to distribute
the products. They said there should be a campaign to promote and publicize the craft
among youth so that they will appreciate this cultural heritage.

Keywords: folk handicraft, fish weaving, natural product, Tha Wasukri Sub-District,
Phu Khao Thong Sub-District, cultural heritage
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