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Thesis title:  Comparing the Political Roles in Local Development of Noen Kho
Sub-district Community Organization Councils and Choeng Noen
Sub-district Community Organization Council in Rayong Province
Researcher: Mr. Somporn Seangsanor; ID: 2578000982; Degree: Master of
Political Science; Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate
Professor; (2) Dr. Thanasak Saijumba, Assistant Professor; Academic year: 2015

Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the political roles in local
development of the Noen Kho Sub-district Community Organization Council (COC)
and the Choeng Noen Sub-district COC in Rayong Province; (2) to study difficulties
with and obstacles to the COCs’ political roles; and (3) to recommend approaches to
alleviating those difficulties.

This was a qualitative research using the methods of documentary
research and interviews with 24 key informants, chosen through purposive sampling.
The data collection tool was an interview form. Data were analyzed through content
analysis and descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) the political roles of the two COCs differed in
3 aspects. First, for promotion of participation, the Noen Kho COC encouraged
members of community organizations to represent the COC and participate in
activities organized by government agencies while the Choeng Noen COC did not
encourage community organization members to cooperate with government agencies.
As for their roles in making proposals for improvements and development projects
and their roles in communicating the needs of the people, the Noen Kho COC
forwarded the resolutions of its meetings to the relevant government agencies but the
Choeng Noen COC did not submit proposals to the government agencies The political
roles of the two COCs were the same in 3 aspects: providing a forum for consultation
and discussion about promoting participation, coordinating and cooperating with other
COCs, and preparing and disseminating an annual report. (2) The major obstacles
were that COC members, community organization members and the general public all
lacked understanding of the role of the COC as defined by Clause 21 of the Community
Organization Council Act B.E. 2551 (2011) and how to put it into practice. (3) The first
suggested approach to alleviating these problems was to find good leaders who are
willing to sacrifice, who are responsible and who dare to make decisions. They should
emphasize participation and utilize local human resources such as religious leaders
and village savants to encourage appropriate participation. There should be efforts to
create a better understanding of the role of COCs.

Keywords: Comparing, political roles, Sub-district Community Organization
Councils, Local Development, Rayong Province
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