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KEY WORD: WELFARE STATE / SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS
NOPPADON NIMNOO : THE LEVEL OF WELFARE STATE OF THAILAND : A STUDY
ON DEVELOPMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTION OF SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC RIGHTS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC PROF. KRIENGKRAI
CHAROENTHANAVAT, Ph.D., 201 pp. ISBN 974-531-784-5.

A welfare state is a modern state that emphasizes the importance of not only
individual rights but also the protection of social and economic rights, which are social basic
rights. A welfare state abides by the Rule of Law while undertaking the economic intervention

s0 as to create the rights, liberties and equality in the society.

This thesis aims at studying Thailand’s welfare, base on the development of the
protection of social and economic rights as provided by the Constitution from the past to the
present. The research found that all constitutions of Thailand have proved a progressive
development in specifying the state intervention in the society so as to provide with social
and economic protection. Especially, the Constitution of Thailand B.E.2540 emphasizes not
only the importance of individual rights and liberties, but also puts more emphasis on social
and economic rights that constitute the social basic rights. The emphasis is stated in the
chapter "Rights and Liberterties of Thai People" and "Directive Principles of Fundamental
State Policies” that provide that the government be committed to distribute the resources to
ensure the social welfare and the social and economic brotection. All of these clauses reflect

the increasing degree of the welfare state in Thailand.
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