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The research objectiveé were to study 1) socio-economic background of framers around
Lam Patown Reservoir 2) Tilapia cage culture practices and problems found by framers 3) needs
for extension services on Tilapia cage culture and 4) to compare needs for extension services on
Tilapia cage culture of framers with different socio-economic backgrounds. One hundred and
forty five framers were randomly selected for this study. Data were collected using interview
schedule during July to October 2006.

It was found that the average age of farmers were 44.6 years. The farmers of 33.8
percent had knowledge source ﬁ'orh neighbors, parents and their relatives. Average family labors
devoted to fish culture was 2 persons/ household. Average annual household income was
546,955.40 baht, and average household loan was 124,343.07 baht, of which 101,003.82 baht *..as
invested in Tile;pia cage culture.

The farmers had average experience in Tilapia cage culture for 4.0 years, Average number
of cage for each household was 9.0 with average cage size of 65.6 m’. Commercial feed pellets
were generally used. The farmers raised Tilapia fishes 1-2 crops per year, each crop lasted for
5.9-6.2 months before harvesting with average fish size of 930.2-943.7 grams. The fishes were
sold at average price of 38.88-39.26 baht/kilogram. The major problems faced by the farmers
included: the feeds were expensive, sale price of fish was too low, water quality was not suitable,
chemicals price were expensive, fish seeds and materials for building the cages were expensive.

The farmers needed knowledge on Tilapia cage culture at low level on 20 items out of 26
items studied. Six items were not needed, included knowledge on type of cage, how to build the
cage, fish preservation techniques, such as fermented fish, smoked fish, and dried fish. The
farmers much needed 4 extension methods, little needed 12 extension methods out of 17 methods
studied. The four much needed methods were: 1) farm visits, 2) study tour at successful farms, 3)
training by farmer trainers, and 4) printed extension media. The extension method not needed by
farmers was visiting the extension offices. The farmers needed much sul,)ports on 1) fish health
diagnosis servic'e, 2) promoting farmer group formation, and 3) marketing the fish products.

The farmers with different source of knowledge, income derived from fish culture,
experience on Tilapia cage culture and the number of cage in a farm, were needed different

extension services in particular aspects.





