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The purpose of the present independent study was to investigate the problems faced
by the teachers under the Office of Khon Kaen Vocational Commission in doing classroom
research. The sample consisted of 246 teachers in 10 vocational schools under the Office
of Khon Kaen Vocational Commission who were randomly selected from a population of
677 during the first semester of the 2005 academic year. A questionnaire was employed
for the collection of data which were subsequently analyzed >by an SPSS Program for

percentage, arithmetic mean and standard deviation.

The findings:

Results of the study showed that the teachers expressed a “high” level of opinion
concerning all the 6 aspects of doing classroom research. Four problems of “high” level as
expressed by the teachers, in order of significance, are as follows:

1. On the matter of equipment, materials and academic reso{lrces, the teachers
indicated that there was insufficient presence of academic/information centers available for
doing classroom research;

2. On the matter of financial support for doing classroom research, the teachers
indicated that there was no financial support for inviting experts to train them to do
classroom research;

3. On the matter of the qualifications of a classroom researcher, it was found that
the teachers had no freedom of thinking according to the steps of doing classroom research;

4. On the matter of support from personnel concerned with classroom research, the

teachers reported the lack of support from their school administrators;

The other two problems concerning doing classroom research which were found to
be at a “moderate” level, as opined by the teachers, are as follows:

1. On the matter of the skills needed for doing classroom research, the teachers
indicated that they lacked the skill in planning for doing classroom research,

2. On the matter of knowledge about doing.classroofn research, the teachers
indicated that they lacked the knowledge about how to analyze classroom teaching/learning

situation from which they can use the findings to form their classroom research topics.





