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ABSTRACT 29 4 22 1

This research aims at studying on the intergenerational relationship through; 1. exploring
intergenerational relationship in Thai’s context, 2. examining attitude of general people
toward ageing person, and 3. proposing strategic policy to enhance intergenerational
relationship for social protecting system in Thailand.

The research activities were carried out into 2 stages. The first stage aims at exploring
the context of intergenerational relationship in terms of experiences based on
intergenerational relationship of the elderly person and their offspring. In this stage,
qualitative data was done through observation and individual interview with informants
who were being grandmother or grandfather and who were grandchildren in the family,
with total of 70 persons. Data collecting was done in 4 provinces; KhonKaen,
Udonthani, Yasothorn, and Chaiyaphuum province. Data analysis was conducted by
content analysis. The later stage dealt with quantitative data, collecting through self
administered questionnaire. There were 941 randomized respondents through multi stage
random sampling method. Data analysis was done by computerizing using SPSS
program.

Results of the study indicate the quality of intergenerational relationship relating to
affection, reciprocal, and immortal love. Grandparents, had the first grandchild at average
age was 45.06 years (SD=5.85), trend to express love and concern toward their
grandchild that was difference from express love toward their child. In addition,
grandchildren express their love and bonding tide toward their grandparent. Factors
enhancing intergenerational relationship included closing stay and co-living. However,
distant by education and working reasons, developing to adolescent period, and personal
characteristic influencing less contract in intergeneration relationship. Results of the
quantitative study indicate that the world view toward the elderly people from general
people show that the significant of elderly person in terms of family bonding, rich
experiences, lived model, giving warm toward family members, and reliance for their
offspring. Therefore grandparent was perceived as family bonding.

Such achieved knowledge reflects on intergenerational relationship system. The study
also indicates that intergeneration relationship is dynamic and influences by development
and situational changes on individual and family as the whole. The proposed strategic
‘planning to strengthen intergenerational relationship could be designed for strengthening
self reliance in individual, good family bonding, community and national policy
development.





