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The purposes of this research were : 1) to compare Thai language learning outcomes in reading
for main idea of eighth grade students taught by cooperative learning with STAD technique and conventional
approach; 2) to study group working behaviors and 3) to investigate the students’ opinions towards the
instruction with cooperative learning with STAD technique and conventional approach. The sample consisted
of 88 eighth grade students which were divided in to one experimental group of 44 students taught by
cooperative learning with STAD technique and one control group of 44 students taught by conventional
approach, during the academic year 2005 of Kanjanapisek Wittayalai School, Nakhon Pathom Province the
Office of Nakhon Pathom Educational Region 2. The research instruments were lesson plans, achievement
test, group working behaviors evaluation form and questionnaires. The data were analyzed by mean, standard
deviation, t-test Independent and content analysis.

The results of this research were:

1) The students’ Thai language learning outcomes in reading for main idea taught by
cooperative learning with STAD technique and conventional approach were statistically significant
different at .01 level . The learning outcomes of the students taught by cooperative learning with STAD
technique were higher than the students’ that taught by conventional approach. 2) The group working
behaviors of the students that taught by cooperative learning with STAD technique were at a moderate level
of performance, the encouragement to ask and answer questions were performed at the highest level , whereas
praise and encouragement were performed at the lowest level. 3) The students’ opinions towards the
cooperative learning with STAD technique and conventional approach were overall at a much
agreement level . On the aspect of learning usefulness , the students in both experimental and control groups
perceived at the most agreement level . Whereas on the aspect of learning environment and learning

activities were perceived at a much agreement level.





