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In this thesis entitled “Self-reliant Community Development: A Case
Study of the Agricultural Learning Center for Self-reliance and Local
Environment, Ban Khlong Thurian, Wang Nam Khiao District, Nakhon
Ratchasima Province,” fhe researcher conducts a qualitative research
investigation. (1) The researcher first elucidates the historical background of
the conceptual framework governing the development of agricultural learning

centers promoting self-reliance and safeguarding and wisely using the local
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envi‘ronment. (2) The researcher also studies problems in and obstacles to the
development of these agricultural learning centers. Finally, the researcher (3)
analyzes and investigates the potential for the development of agricultural
learning centers in the fostering of self-reliance and the safeguarding of local
environments.

The researcher employed the qualitative method by collecting data
from docyments. Field data were collécted by interviewing community
leaders, com;nunity members, and through participatory observation.

Findings are as follows:

1. It is very important for agroforestry agriculturalists to learn how to
realign themselves such that they can live lives suitable for current production
methods and the modern system of marketing. In following agroforestry,
agriculturalists must adapt their life styles in many different ways and at many
separate levels. Although they participate in an ongoiﬁg ecosystem, these
agriculturalists must adapt to the realities of the economic situation in which
they find themselves since historical evolution cannot be reversed. They must
develop a strong and appropriate system of cooperation since there is no hope
they can return to the socio-economic conditions of the pre-globalization
period. Even so, they still require an economic system entailing self-reliance,
mutual aid and balance.

2. Some government policies have brought about deleterious
consequences in the course of which sylvan and riverine‘ecqsys'tems, ways of

life, and traditional system of agricultural production have been destroyed.
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Thefe have been invasions in which forests were cleared to make way for
agriculture and dwellings. Production for commercial trade under the sway of
the marketing mechanism has forced agriculturists to shoulder high production
costs. Almost all households have debts, have lost self-reliance, and have in
effect forfeited or squandered the capital investment constituted by the natural
environment itself.

In‘addition, there are many more problems, such as agriculturists not
possessing tI;e agricultural factors of production; not owning their own land;
poor land conditions; absence of investment funds; insufficient labor power;
and failure to command the technical knowledge required in the proper
management of agroforestry and corresponding production techniques. Most
agriculturists in a given area have migrated from a variety of places. Thus,
there is an absence of the feeling of mutual belonging to a single community
and learning mutual dependence. For such sentiments and attendant behaviors
take time and patience to cultivate properly. In general, therefore, these are the
problems confronting the poverty-ridden agriculturalists of today. |

3. In any event, the potential for developing agricultural leéming
centers for cultivating self-reliance and safeguarding local environments can
be outlined as follows:

3.1 The econbmic aspect: Self-reliance can contribute to local
economic development. Sufficient agricultural products are produced for local
needs. Most important are the changes that need to be made in the cognitive

sphere. Agriculturalists must take on a new paradigm of thinking in which it
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can Be envisaged how agroforestry can lead to self-reliance. Engaging in
agroforestry can reduce expenses. Families would produce enough to satisfy
their own needs and could sell the surplus. Familial and community
relationships based on mutual aid can bring economic strength to communities
engaged in agroforestry.

3.2 The technology aspect: Whatever is of benefit in conservation
schemes (and modern technology can be selectively used whenever
appropriate. LGeographical locus itself can make it easier to pursue
agroforestry using productive methods which actually emulate natural
processes. Simple equipment and tools can be used and can be obtained in the
local area. There is no need to depend on high technology. ‘The output is
controlled so as to conform to what local wisdom regards as sufficiency and
what is required for techniques used is not at all compqu and can be easily
grasped by those imbued with local wisdom, thereby obviating the need for
extensive formal training.

3.3 The aspect of natural resources and the environment: There are
principles involved in the management of natural resources based on
knowledge of methods to be used in reforestation and on the conceptual
framework of the field of agroforestry. Herein are guidelines adequate to the
management of natural resources in rural areas. Available are such notidns as

that of forest revitalization. The form of production should be controlled such

that natural resources capital is safeguarded in the aspects of soil, water,
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foresfs, and wild animals. Agricultural techniques which are not harmful to
the natural environment must be adapted and put into appropriate use.

3.4 Social aspect: Encouraging community members to be active
participants is an important key in the development of self-reliant agroforestry
as in the past. This means returning to a way of life with concrete values,
mutual aid and dependence upon one another in a local community.

3.5 The mental aspect: The traditional understanding of health in
Thai culture };as been grounded in an understanding of the benefits of living
together in an amicable fashion and being aware of the importance of mutual
aid. In regard to health, stress must be placed on learning how to breathe
properly and using meditation as a means of avoiding both mental and

physical illnesses. This was the path taken by the ancient Thais in their quest

for true happiness and it should be emulated nowadays.

(11)
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