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The purpose of the research is to study the meaning and the impact of the notion of honour and
shame as conventionally portrayed in Thai literature. An analysis of literary contexts, of the narrative
literature as well as the realistic ones, is tracing from the works in the Ayutthaya Period to contemporary
novels.

The study leads to some generalizations that the concept of honour and shame in Thai literature of
different periods has somewhat changed by social value—judgement and trend in literary composition.
The self instinct causes one to center and heighten oneself among the others. Together with the pride of
lineage, position or rank, chauvinist etc., one holds in esteem the honour of oneself. The effort to maintain
honour by avoiding public censure causes some conflicts in life. To some extent, it leads to the feeling of
shame. However, the actual causes of shame are the feeling of inferiority, degradation, incompetence and
guilt. In literary works, when characters are facing some conflicts of shame, their resolutions are either to
dispose of or to disprove the cause of shame, or to compensate or to escape from the situation, sometimes
preferring death for escape. Nevertheless, the one with self respect can maintain his/her life in shame.
Shame may cause self-loss, still it leads one to self-protection as an immunity for life.

The research also reveals the impact of literary works on Thai ways of thinking. The significance
of honour and shame, underlying in literary works, are transmitted from generation to generation. However,
besides the emphasis of public censure on identity shame, the consciousness of guilt, to be more specific -
guilt-shame, has been successively developed throughout the literary works.

The premise that Thai people are in shame culture has been questioned. To glean from the analysis

of the works, we may conclude that the Thai belong to the so-called guiit-shame culture.





