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The purpose of this research is to analyze the color terms and color perception, grammatical
constructions that color terms can occur, and modifiers of color term in the Standard Khmer and Northern

Khmer dialects.

The results of this research show that there are five basic color terms in Standard Khmer and
Northern Khmer dialects based on the theory of evolution of basic color terms by Berlin and Kay (1969). There
are four types of coining of the non-basic color terms in both dialects: 1) using specific nouns as color terms, 2)
compounding two color terms, 3) modifying color terms with modifiers of color term, and 4) using loanwords as
color terms. The result of color perception shows that Standard Khmer and Northern Khmer speakers similarly

perceive the boundaries and foci of the basic color terms.

The Tagmenmics is used to analyze grammatical constructions of color terms. It is found that the color
terms in Standard Khmer and Northern Khmer dialects can occur in two grammatical units: noun phrases and
verb phrases. Color terms can occur in three positions in noun phrase constructions: 1) the color terms occur as
the only one adjective, 2) the color terms co-occur with other adjective, and 3) the color terms occur in
embedded clauses in noun phrases. Color terms can occur in two positions in verb phrase constructions: 1) the
color terms occur as intransitive or descriptive verbs, and 2) the color terms occur as verbal complement. There
are four functions in grammatical unit of color terms in both dialects: 1) noun modifiers, 2) intransitive or

descriptive verbs, 3) noun, and 4) verbal complements.

As for the semantics of modifiers of color term in Standard Khmer and Northern Khmer dialects, the
modifiers are composed of various semantic features. Moreover, the analysis of collocation of the modifiers and
color terms shows that there are three classes of the modifiers: 1) the modifiers can collocate with all color
terms, 2) the modifiers can collocate with some color terms, and 3) the modifiers can only collocate with one

color term.



