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The purpose of the study was to analyze contents, language use, imagery, and
cultural reflections in Khmer popular songs. The data were obtained from a survey of
Khmer popular songs, totally 390 popular Khmer songs were studied. These songs can
be grouped in two periods: before the independence from France up to the Khmer
Rouge period (1953-1975) and after the Khmer Rouge period to present (1979-
present).

The results revealed that Khmer popular songs developed through time. In
terms of contents, there were six major categories : love, moral teachings, landscape
description, amusement, festivals and social reflections. Regarding the source of the
songs, there were two major influences: Khmer literature and entertainment; and
foreign entertainment. With regard to wording, there were two types. The first one
was based on the traditional Khmer poetry, which included anaphora, repetition,
exclamation, ending particles, onomatopoeia. The second type was the wording based
on meaning and content of words. This included foreign words, pronouns, poetic
words and colloquial words. In figurative speech, there were three types: direct
sayings, imagery which included simile, metaphor, personification, symbol,
synecdoche, synaesthesia, antonomasia, metonymy and rhetorical figure, which were
apostrophe, antithesis, hyperbole, allusion, rhetorical question. Finally, the cultural
reflection found in Khmer popular songs can be classified in six types: beliefs, social
values, customs and games, gender characteristics, occupations, and ecology.

The comparative study of Khmer popular songs in two periods showed that
some characteristics in content, language use, imagery and cultural reflections were
the same and some were different.



