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The purpose of this thesis is to study specific aspects of Khmer proverbs, including their general
characteristics, sources and contents, and their reflection of the Khmer people’s ways of life and worldviews.

This study is based on a total number of 800 proverbs.

The results of the study show that the syntactic structure of Khmer proverbs may be composed of a
compound word, a phrase, or a sentence. Word formation makes use of reduplication, synonyms, antonyms, and
rhymes to make proverbs rhyme and easy to remember.

The study of the proverb’s contents and sources reveals that they focus on elements in the people’s
immediate surroundings, such as animals, plants, utensils, work, and food. The proverbs also reflect Khmer
people’s daily ways of life which are closely related to nature since the majority of the population work as
farmers.

An examination of the worldviews in the proverbs reveals views towards man as an individual, views
of men versus women, views of the mind, of emotions, and views towards social status.

Worldviews regarding interpersonal relationships are govemed by the Khmer people’s belief that
people derive their position and social status as a consequence of a previous life’s deeds, and that this cannot be
changed. To live happily with other people, one must behave according to his position and status.

The proverbs also reflect worldviews towards nature that emphasize adjustment and conformity to
nature in order to live happily.

Finally, worldviews toward religion and unorthodox beliefs in the proverbs reveal an

acknowledgement of the influence these factors have on Khmer people’s lives.



