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KEY WORD : TRAI-PHUM MANUSCRIPT THONBURI PERIOD / HELLENIC SCENE
WILAIPORN WONGSURAK : HELLENIC SCENE IN TRAI-PHUM

MANUSCRIPT THONBURI PERIOD 1776 AD. MASTER'S REPORT ADVISOR : PROF.

SANTI LEKSUKHUM, Ph.D. 119 pp. ISBN 974-11-6486-6

TRAI-PHUM MANUSCRIPT (Thonburi era version), three of which have been found now
and two of them are in Thailand and the other one is in German, indicate their age by dates of
making in colophons. They are valuable heritages and regarded as masterpieces of paintings in the
Thonburi period. The paintings of the Hellenic Scene sprang from imagination not an -imitation of
nature. The paintings were thus based on people’s view of hell in the period of that time.

This report aims to study méanings and patterns of the Hellenic Scene in the Trai-Phum
manuscript as well as its origin and concept in designing the paintings. The study was carried out
based on a comparative study of the two versions of literature : 2 Sermons which are
Traibhumikatha and- Traibhumilokavinijayakatha. Traibhumikatha was written over 400 years earlier
than Traibhumilokavinijayakatha. Thus this study focuses on similarities and differences of the
concept derivation appearing in the paintings of‘the Helienic Scene in the two versions.

The study compares and contrasts the sub-scenes paintings of the Hellenic Scene in the
three manuscripts, which are the Major Helis, the Auxiliary Hells and the Lokanta Hell. Moreover the
study opts a comparative reading of the two versions of the sermons of the Trai-phum or the Three.
Worlds to offer a clearer understanding of the péintings.

The study leads to a conclusion that all versions of the paintings of the Hellenic Scene
have similar patterns that are all lucid and orderl;:. The coﬁtent of the paintings in the 3 manuscripts
are more similar to the sermon of Traibhumilokavinijayakatha than to Traibhumikatha. The study of the
paintings also lead to an assumption that all three versions were not painted during the same period.

One of them was likely an imitation later of the TRAI-PHUM MANUSCRIPT royally made in 1776.





