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The main aim of this thesis is to study interal and external factors which determine the
changing patterns of agricultural production in the middle Mun river basin from 1957 onward. The
selected area for case study includes Buri Rum, Surin and Si Sa Ket, chosen on the ground of their
uniqueness as a predominantly rice — growing area. This fact differentiates this area from the other
production areas in the northeastermn region where a main crop is glutinous rice.

The result of the study shows that, after A. D. 1957, the most important external factor
that underlined change in the agricuitural economy of the area understudy were the inroad of
capitalism and the state’s policy on economic development. Internal factors included the traditional
form of agricultural economy, population growth and the availability of agricultural Iand.' As soon as
the main objective of agricultural development focuseq‘ on marketing economy, the rural community
in these three provinces were encouraged to expand thei\r output in keeping with market demand. As
a result, more capital was needed to acquire new technology such as seeding, fertilizes, insecticide,
tractor and other labour-saving machineries. At the same time, the value of their output was
determined by market machanism. The expansion of marketing economy in rural production opened
these rural production areas to capitalist and entrepreneurs from outside who could take advantage
of governmental policy. Within the rural community, unequal distribution of income occurred and
influenced the stratification of society. Furthermore, the fact that production capital increased due to
the use of modern technology while price constantly fluctuated increased the risk of farmers towards
indebtedness. Finally, the changing pattems of agricultural production had had important effect on
the socio-economic and cultural patterns of the rurai community within the area understudy, as well

as having an adverse effect on ecology of the middie Mun river basin.





