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The stupas on the base with decorative stucco singhas, constructed during the Ayutthaya
period are a typical style that never existed before. There is still sufficient information, left to study at
the stupa on the base with decorative stucco singhas in Wat Maenangpleum. The purpose of this
research is to study sculptural and architectural style of this stupa, as well as to discover the origin, and
to determine the possible date of this stupa. The method is to compare with the style of the former
periods; The Khmer-Bayon style, The Sukhothai style and the contemporary pe(iod, the Ayutthaya style.

The process of this study is consisted of gathering and analyzing data, gathering from the
2004 field work and the related documents. The results of the study are:

1) The stupas on the base with decorative stucco singhas were inspired by the Sukhothai
style stupas on the base with decorative stucco elephants. The idea of decorating with stucco singhas
should be derived from King Sam-Praya command, after he conquered Angkor Thom and consequently,
moved some bronzes, added lion bronzes from to Ayutthaya according to the Luang Prasoet chronicle.

2) The main stupa of Wat Maenangpleum, the bell-shape stupa, possibly built around the
early period of Ayutthaya, which was inspired by the Sukhothai style bell-shape stupas. This stupa’s
possible date is close to the main stupa of Wat Maheyong, damd back to the reign of King Sam-Praya.

3) Although the posture of Wat Meanangpleum’s singhas may look like the Khmer-Bayon
singhas, the stucco motifs are quite different, especially breast motifs. Those motifs belong to the
original Thai style in the early period of Ayutthaya, during the reign of King Sam-Praya.

4) Decorative stucco singhas in Wat Dhamikkarat are different from Wat Maenangpleum’s.
The posture and stucco motifs of the former are extremely similar to the Khmer-Bayon singhas.

The latter already have their own style, therefore the latter should be founded shortly after the ones at
Wat Dharmikkarat.





