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The aim of this thesis is to study the relationship between the communication canal and
settiement pattems along the Bangpakong River basin during the period of rapidly expanding trade and
economy. The main focuses are patterns of settlement, the way life and the adjustment of community
along the canals in face of the development of communication system both on land and by waterway.

The method of study combines the analysis of official sources with oral history. The study is
divided into two main periods. The first concentrates on the early Bangkok period when the
development of communication canal was geared toward strategic control and trade of the province,
resulting in the settlement of community by the state with the main responsibility of defense and the
collection of goods in lieu of corvee service. The second period is after the Bowring Treaty in 1855
when communication canal was used mainly for the transportation of goods and merchandise and for
openning up the hinterland areas. This resulted in the development of both agricultural community in
rural areas and trading community along the canals.

The result of this study shows that during 1877 - 1957, the demand of rice in the world market
affected rice production in the Bangpakong River basin, increasing the need for more rice land and
transport route. The digging of communication canal was the direct response to this. The state began
to invest in the development of this infrastructure, first building the main canals linking’' the Bangpakong
River with the Chao Phraya River, then opened more opportunity for private capital to invest in the
building of smaller communication canals.

The digging of communication canal resulted in the growth of agricultural community afong the
route. At the meeting point between the river and the canal or between different canals , marketing
community congregated. Marketing places not only acted as meeting point for people who came to
trade, but were places where important landmarks, such as rice mills, wharf, opium and gambling dens,
places for religion worship and schools situated. The markets along the canals declined when
transportation on land was developed, not so much by the coming of the railway system but more so
by the expansion of roads which could provide a more convenient and cheaper way of transportation.
Eventually, some community along the canals lost their predominance and were superseded by market

places near railway and bus terminals.





