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The study of Nahdatui Ulama Movement and its influence on government society aims at
the better understanding of factors behind the rise and development of Islamic movement within the
context of religious, cultural, socio-econemic and political relationship. The study is conducted
through a historical perspective, particularly in the 20" Century when Southeast Asian society
underwent great changes. It is hoped this study will provide some insights into the evolution and
adaptation of the Islamic movement that forshadows their role in present time.

The method used in this study is historical analysis basing on a critical look at a variety of
historical sources. The study consists of three main issues : historical background and the
development of Islam in Javanese society, the rise of Nahdatul Ulama Movement in the early 20"
Century and the significance as well as influence of the movement up untic the latter part of the 20"
Century

The study shows that similar to other part of Southeast Asian, Islam in Java has
undergone the process whereby Islamic religion and culture were assimilated with indigenous belief
system, resulting in a unique syntheses of culture. In this light, the Nadatul Ulama Movement played
a significant role in highlighting the importance of Islam, stressing the Islamic teaching and Islamic
studies, while at the same time giving reference to indigenous elements so that Islam could adapt
well to fast changing society. On economic front, the Nadatul Ulama Movement preferred to work
within the context of Islamic teaching, devoting to Islamic faith rather than responding to business
opportunity. The influence of Nadatul Ulama Movement was based on the Javanese loyalty toward
the teaching of conservative kiyahi (teachers) who were the main rank and file of the movement. With
the support of the Javanese people, the Nadatul Ulama Movement was able to establish their
influence and bargaining power in local and national politics, subjected nevertheless to the political

stability of the country and the approval of the government towards Islamic expression.





