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The Local History and Cultural Investigation : The Learning Process on Potential
Enhancing of the Community Researcher in Wanyai District and Noung Sung District,
Mukdahan Province was qualitative research working under the process of participatory
action research. The research questions were 1) How did community researchers have the
potentiality in investigating the local history and culture ? 2) What was their model, process
and technique in investigating the local history and culture ? and 3) What was the local
history and culture in Wanyai District and Noung Sung District, Mukdahan Province ?

The research instruments were the researchers, field notes, camera, and guideline
for data collection. The research was conducted from July 2004 to September 2005 and
content analysis was used to analyze the data. The findings were:

1) It was found that the community researchers had the potential in investigating the
local history and culture. At first, the research guideline for data collection was set up in the
research team meeting. During the data collection many new issues were added up for
their own interest and the interest of the local people, who contributed documents and

valuable things relating to their history were for display. Dialogues about the data on their

history and culture were widely discussed.
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2) In investigating the local history and culture, the community researchers could
collect, analyze and edit data in the way of socialization and cultural process through the
religious festivals and cultural festivals. The style was informal and the work was integrated
with the community cultural activities such as talking with one another, display and explain
the story of antiques and valuable things in the community. There were various group of
the community researchers according to their ages, careers such as youth, student, elder,
teacher, community leader, farmer, weaver, monk. The dialogue were made in many
occasions during the research process. Within this learning process the research team was
enhanced their potential by coordinating with the community researchers, arranging the
meeting, questioning, participating in the local cultural activities, suggesting and moral
supporting. The regularly data were collected, analyzed, criticized for conclusion during the
research process which was called in the local word as “So Lae" or “So” means the local
academic discussion.

3) The local hiétory and culture in Ban Wanyai and Ban Pu in Noung Sung District
were based on their interest. For the Ban Wanyai the study was related to their context,
community history, dialects used for the local people, proverbs, games, musical
instruments, fish catching tools, boats, health and herbs medicine, and relatives. For the
Ban Pu’s local history and culture the data collection was about community context, culture
and custom , food, music, folk dance, weaving, dressing, language and belief.

To work well with the people in the community, the researchers should work in their
natural context, be flexible and dynamic, give honor, and build trust and sincerity.
Moreover, diversity of people and information, their identity should be concerned. Probe for
information, holistic approach, supportive their need, and work as the equal share partner
can also be effective stratigics.

The last conclusion of this research state that the potential of community
researchers were exist in the community, it depends on how to brings it out. The
opportunity to understand and to express themselves can empower the local people as
well. The result of this brings their strength, growth, and intelligence to sustain community

development.





