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48257321 : MAJOR : EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY
KEY WORD : ELECTRONIC BOOK/ENGLISH READING

ARWATCHANA SINWANICHKUN : THE RESULT OF USING THE ELECTRONIC
BOOK TO ENHANCE ENGLISH READING COMPREHENSION OF THE UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS MAJORING IN EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY, FACULTY OF EDUCATION,
SILPAKORN UNIVERSITY. INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR : ANIRUT SATIMAN, Ed. D.
199 pp.

The purpose of this research was to determine 1) guidelines for development the
electronic book for English reading comprehension of the first year undergraduate students,
Educational Technology major, Faculty of Education, Silpakorn University 2) the students’
learning achievement after learning through the electronic book for enhancement the reading
skill 3) the students’ opinions about learning English reading comprehension through the
electronic book.

The population for this research was 18 first year undergraduate students,
Educational Technology major, the Faculty of Education, Silpakorn University. The tools of this
research were 1) a structure Interviewing form to interview the specialists 2) an electronic book
3) a media evaluation form 4) a questionnaire inquiring students’ opinions. The collected data were
analized by the statistical means of percentage, mean and standard deviation.

The findings were as follows:
1. With regards to the guidelines for development for the electronic book
revealed by The experts in The areas of multimedia and The English language, the quality of

the electronic book was revealed positively high at the mean level of 4.00 ( x = 4.00) whereas
the English contents of the electronic book were revealed positively acceptable at the mean

level of 3.00 (x = 3.00).

2. The first year undergraduate students’ learning achievement demonstrated
after learning English reading comprehension through The electronic book was found fairly
acceptable at the level of 54.36 percent.

3. With regards to the first year undergraduate students’ English reading
comprehension through electronic book, the students revealed their opinions at the high level

with the mean of 4.22 (x = 4.22).

Department of Educational Technology Graduate School, Silpakorn University ~Academic Year 2009
Student's signature ........ccccoceeeeveeeiini e
Independent Study Advisor's Signature ........ccccovceveeeeniieeencieeen.
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Reading these passages, and chooses the best answer.

Unit 1 : Trade and Treasure

The Gift

Osceola McCarty spent more than 75 years washing and ironing other people’s clothes.
Her lined hands bear testimony to a lifetime of hard work. So, it was a surprise when Miss
McCarty decided to give her entire life savings — $150,000 — to the University of Southern

Mississippi. Miss McCarty’s gift amazed even those who thought they knew her well.

The customers who have brought their laundry and ironing to her home for more than 75
years included three generations of some families. Initially she said she charged $ 1.50 to § 2

a bundle, but, with inflation, the price rose.

“When I started making $10 a bundle, I commenced to save money,” recalled Miss
McCarty, who was born on March 7, 1908. “I put it in savings. I never would take any of it out.

It just accumulated.”

As her savings increased over the years, McCarty washed and ironed and lived frugally.
She never learned to drive and still walks everywhere she goes. When her mother and aunt died,
they each left her some money, which she added to her savings. In 1947, her uncle died and left

her a modest house in which she still lives.

Until her donation, she was afraid to fly and had only been out of the South once in 50
years. Since then, she’s traveled all over the country and been the subject of interviews and

articles. She’s even visited the White House and been honored by the President.
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Her donation of her life savings is for students who clearly demonstrate a financial need.
“I want to help somebody’s child go to college,” said the out-spoken McCarty, who left school in
sixth grade and has never married or had children. “I just want it to go to someone who will

appreciate it and learn. I’m old and I’m not going to live always.”

Miss McCarty’s generosity inspired many to give money to the university, and

contributions came in from all over the country. Her gift has now been more than doubled.

In a recent magazine interview, McCarty was asked why she didn’t spend the money

earned over her lifetime on herself.
“I am spending it on myself,” she answered, smiling.

1. The passage is mainly about .......
a.) How to be as Miss McCarthy
b.) The scholarship of the University of Southern Mississippi
c.) Miss McCarthy’s life
d.) The famous social worker
2. The purpose of the passage is to ......
a.) convince
b.) relish
c.) realize
d.) criticize
3. In paragraph 3, the word “accumulated” is closet in the meaning to ......
a.) heap
b.) exchange
¢.) acquire
d.) portion
4. What is a synonym for the word “frugally”, in paragraph 4?
a.) extravagant
b.) fabulous
c.) thrifty

d.) diverge
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5. What was the purpose of her donation?

a.) To support financial & studying

b.) To become well-known

c.) To renovate for the University of Mississippi

d.) To spend the money earned over her lifetime
6. Which is not McCarthy's life?

a) She is single

b) She has no children

¢) She left school when she studied in sixth grade

d) She was a professor at University of Southern Mississippi
7. What does she look like?

a) impolite b) stingy

¢) strict d) economic

Reading these passages, and chooses the best answer.

Unit 2 : A Taste of It

Ostrich Mania

Ostriches are funny-looking birds. They can’t fly and they can’t sing. They swallow
rocks and even diamonds if they happen to find any, to help them digest their food. They are also
known for being very bad-tempered and will bite or kick their handlers if they have a chance.
Their scientific name is Struthio camelus, which means “sparrow — camel.” When travelers in the

desert saw ostriches at a distance, they sometimes thought they were camels.

It seems hard to imagine that these birds would become an agricultural craze, but they
did. During the late 1800s and early 1900s, ostrich farming was big business in South Africa.
There was a huge demand from all over the world for ostrich feathers to decorate women’s hats
and clothing. Some hats were adorned with feathers more than 20 inches high. At the height of
the industry in 1913, there were 750,000 ostriches in one area of South Africa producing up to
100,000 tons of feathers a year. Ostrich feathers were almost as important to the South African

economy as gold, diamonds, and wool.
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As is typical when people get rich quickly, there was some extravagance. The best
ostriches were worth as much as some houses. Ostrich farmers became very rich and built
elaborate mansions called “feather palaces” to show off their wealth. These palaces had marble

floors, many towers and balconies, and huge bathrooms.

However, with the start of World War I, fashions changed. As a result, the demand for
feathers fell quickly. Many ostrich farmers were ruined. They had to sell their mansions and

their lives changed completely.

Ostriches are still farmed today in several parts of the world, but mainly for leather and

meat. The ostrich business will probably never be as big as it was during those peak years.

1. This article is most likely to be found in .......
a.) leaflet
b.) internet
c.) magazine
d.) scientific journal
2. According to paragraph 3, what does “their” refer to?
a.) farmers
b.) ostriches
c.) palaces
d.) features
3. Which synonym word can be used in place of the word “elaborate” in paragraph 3?
a.) wealthy
b.) proper
c.) detailed
d.) huge
4. According to the information in paragraph 2, you can tell that except.......
a.) Ostriches were famous birds in farm
b.) Ostrich’s features industrial made huge ostrich farm business
c¢.) Woman liked to decorate her hats and cloth by ostrich features

d.) The ostrich’s features could be produced many tons in South Africa only
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5. According to the statement “Some hats were adorned with features more than 20 inched high”
in paragraph 2, which phrase has the same idea as the bold word?
a.) decorated with
b.) designed for
c.) realized on
d.) marked with
6. What were the ostrich feathers used for?
a) To decorate women’s hats and clothing.
b) To produced paintbrushes
¢) To build mansions
d) To give as a luxurious gift
7. What was the purpose of building the elaborate mansions?
a) to help sell the mansion
b) for use as ostrich farms
¢) to show off wealth

d) to meet with farm owners

Reading these passages, and chooses the best answer.

Unit 3 : By Land and by Sea

Today’s Book Review: 8 MEN AND A DUCK

8 Men and a Duck, by Nick Thorpe, is the story of an unlikely adventure at sea. Thorpe,
a journalist, joins a crew of seven other men (and a pet duck) to travel from northern Chile to

Easter Island in a reed boat by hand.

Thorpe joined the group purely by chance. He was traveling by bus in Bolivia when he
met another crew member. At first, he only wanted to write a story about the trip, but instead, he

decided to join the crew.

What makes this different from other adventure travel stories is the incredible lack of

experience and expertise of the crew. The international group-Bolivian, Chilean, French, North
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American, and Scottish-had very little sailing experience. They couldn’t even turn the boat

around.
The following passage is an excerpt from the book:

I woke in the darkness, sleepy yet anxious, to a sound I couldn’t place. The usual noise
of the cabin had stopped. Instead came a kind of muffled roar. Holding back fear, I checked for
familiar reference points: my glasses hanging near me, my life jacket used as a pillow, my safety
harness at the end of the bed. It was 1:30 a.m. I lay there feeling my body move against the

safety rope.

The door to the cabin opened. Rain. Torrential rain. “Everybody up! We have an emergency!”

shouted Phil. Our captain’s voice sounded different-tight, not as relaxed as usual.

I stepped outside. The Viracocha was a mess. The sails were up against the wrong side

of the mast.

I went to find Erik, our Bolivian boat builder. He was on the other side of the boat. “Not
good,” he murmured. “The boat’s already sunk a foot lower than when we left,” he said. “But
now the rain will soak the reeds from above, too.” If it rains like this for much longer we may be
too low in the water to continue.”

Meaning what exactly? We would sink? 1looked at the waterline and decided not to ask
any more questions.

1. The purpose of the passage is to .......

a.) relish

b.) suggest

c.) analyze

d.) induce
2. The word “anxious”, in paragraph 4 is closet in the meaning to...

a.) annoy

b.) frustrate

C.) worry

d.) heartless
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3. Which statement is NOT TRUE, according to the book “8 MEN AND A DUCK”?
a.) There are five nationalities of crew members
b.) This trip is from Chile to Easter Island
c.) A journalist and other crews intends to travel together

d.) Phil is the captain of this travel.

In paragraph 4, which phrase has the same idea as the bold word?
a.) push against
b.) keep down
c.) look alive
d.) turn up
5. What made “8 MEN AND A DUCK?” different from other adventure book?
a.) There were crews who came from many nationalities
b.) Inexperienced and unskilled crew members and sailing
c.) The adventure of the crews and a pet duck
d.) The tragedy happened by torrential rain
6. What makes this story different from other adventure stories?
a) bad weather conditions
b) lack of experience and expertise of the crew members
¢) traveled by the reed boat
d) joined by the international group of people
7. What is not in this traveling?
a) pillow b) rope
c) glasses d) bed

Reading these passages, and chooses the best answer.

Unit 4 : Hard to believe?

An old proverb says “You can’t judge a book by its cover.” This means that you can’t

tell what people are like just by looking at them. But most people feel they can learn some things
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from reading someone’s face. If nothing else, they try to read a person’s face to tell how he is

feeling at the given moment.

Consider the smile. It is one of the most easily recognizable human facial expressions.
We can see a smile on someone’s face from hundreds of feet away. But, there is a subtle
difference between a genuine smile and a false one. For example, when two old friends meet,
they smile with their eyes as well as with their lips. The muscles of the face contract and pull the
lips up, while the muscles around the eyes wrinkle the skin around the corners of the eyes. On the
other hand, when a clerk in a grocery store smiles politely, the lips move but the smile doesn’t

necessarily reach the eyes.

We may be able to read common emotions like joy, sadness, and anger from facial
expressions, but that’s not all. Research suggests that we also tend to judge character, and even
stereotype people, based on the shape of their faces. In her book Reading Faces, Professor Leslie
Zebrowitz documents her research showing that baby-faced adults (people with big eyes and
round cheeks) make the rest of us feel protective, as we do towards children. In one study of
cases in a Boston courtroom, Zebrowitz found that people with “baby faces” were more likely to

be successful than people with more mature-looking faces.

So, it might be a good idea to think twice the next time you have a quick impression of

someone. Your assumptions may or may not be true!

1. According to the passage, we can infer that .......
a.) the difference between real smile and unreal smile
b.) the most easily recognizable someone is a genuine smile
c.) We can determine the feeling of human by reading someone’s facial
expression

d.) How to judge the character and stereotype of people
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2. In paragraph 2, the word “genuine” can best be replaced by .........
a.) true
b.) willing
c.) ideal
d.) moral
3. In paragraph 4, the word “impression” is closet in meaning to .......
a.) influence
b.) endeavor
c.) passionate
d.) appreciate
4. What do some people judge character and even stereotype people based on?
a) mature looking b) shape of their arm
¢) shape of their face  c) baby face
5. Which one is true?
a) we can learn his/her character from their face
b) a baby face is small eyes and sunken cheek
¢) a mature face must be wrinkle free
d) baby face is successful than mature face
6. Who is in the courtroom?
a) prosecutor
b) statesman
¢) scientist
d) teller
7. What can we determine by reading someone’s facial expression?
a) feeling
b) thinking
¢) aging

d) growing
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Reading these passages, and chooses the best answer.

Unit 5 : Down to Earth

Scientists today are studying ocean currents more and more intensively. Most do it using
satellites and other high-tech equipment. However, oceanographer Curtis Ebbesmeyer does it in

a more old-fashioned way-by studying movements of random junk.

A scientist with many years’ experience, he started this type of research in the early
1990s when he heard about hundreds of shoes found on the Northwest coast of the United States.
There were so many shoes that people were holding swap meets to try and match left and right

shoes to sell or wear.

Ebbesmeyer started investigating and found out that the shoes-about 60,000 in total- fell
into the ocean in a shipping accident. He contacted the shoe company and asked if they wanted
the shoes back. Not surprisingly, the company told him that they didn’t. Ebbesmeyer realized
this could be a great experiment. If he learned when and where the shoes went into the water and

tracked where they landed, he could learn a lot about the patterns of ocean currents.

The Pacific Northwest is one of the world’s best areas for beachcombing because of
converging winds and currents, and as a result, there is a group of serious beachcombers in the
area. Ebbesmeyer got to know a lot of them and asked for their help in collecting information on
1,600 shoes. With this data, he and a colleague were able to test and refine a computer program

designed to model ocean currents, and publish the results of their study.

Then, in 1993, a shipment of colored plastic bathtub toys fell into the North Pacific
Ocean. Ebbesmeyer and his colleagues got even more accurate information from this spill, which

resulted in huge amounts of useful new data for their work.

As the result of his work, Ebbesmeyer has become known as the scientist to call with
questions about any unusual objects found floating in the ocean. He has even started an
association of beachcombers and oceanographers, with 500 subscribers from West Africa to New

Zealand. They have documented spills of everything from onions to hockey gloves.
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1. The article is most likely to be found in .........

a.) scientific journal

b.) booklet

c.) magazine

d.) handbook
2. According to the passage, we can infer that.........

a.) Ebbesmeyer and colleagues was able to design to model of the ocean
currents

b.) For research about wind and currents, the Northwest coast is the famous
place

c.) The patterns of ocean current was researched by studying movement of
random junk

d.) A great experiment of Ebbesmeyer was investigating the shoes, then
selling and wearing on the beach
3. What can we determine by reading someone’s facial expression?

a) feeling

b) thinking

¢) aging

d) growing
4. Which synonym word can be used in place of the word “accurate” in paragraph 5?

a.) correct

b.) defective

c.) precise

d.) plentiful
5. According to paragraph 4, in line 16, what does “their” refer to?

a.) beachcombers

b.) shoes

¢.) ocean currents

d.) scientists
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6. These are the ways to study about the ocean currents, except.......
a.) using satellite and high-tech equipment
b.) movement of random junk
c.) collecting information by beachcombers
d.) test by the computer program
7. From paragraph 3, what did we learn from this story?
a) unusual objects found floating in the ocean
b) started an association of beachcombers
¢) the patterns of ocean currents

d) a lot of junk in the ocean

Reading these passages, and chooses the best answer.

Unit 6 : The right approach

Problems

1) The man at the desk next to me plays the radio all day. He has permission to do this. The
problem is his choice of stations. I just can’t stand the kind of music he plays. Do I have to get
earplugs?

2) Recently I took one of my clients for lunch at a very nice restaurant. During our lunch, her cell
phone rang three times. I realize that she has a very important position, but I found the calls very
intrusive. What can I do about this in the future?

3) One of my co-workers comes into my cubicle and strains her neck trying to see whatever she

can on my desk or calendar. I don’t want to make a scene, but what should I do?

Jean’s advice
1) If he has permission to play his radio, I’'m sure you can get permission to bring your own radio
with headphones. Or maybe you could compromise and take turns. Ask him if you can pick the

station sometimes. What’s the worst that could happen? Try it!
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2) Nothing! For whatever reason, she feels that she needs to be accessible to her office. 1
wouldn’t take phone calls if I were in a restaurant with a colleague and neither would you. But
she does and that’s that. Granted, some people are not as considerate as they could be about cell
phones, but they were invented to make life easier and they are here to stay.

3) Making a scene would probably not help the situation. But you will have to take the initiative
to stop this behavior. A direct approach would be to say something like, “I feel uncomfortable
when you come in and look all over my desk”. A less direct approach would be to just smile and
say nicely, “Are you looking for something? Maybe I can help you find it,” every time she comes

in to take a look at your desk.

Social Customs & Cultural Misunderstandings: Your Experiences...
1. 1 was on my first trip to the United States. | was staying with friends with small children. We
had a picnic in the park one day. We finished our picnic. I wanted to be helpful, so I picked up all
our sandwich wrappers and put them into a large blue container that was nearby. When we were
leaving the park I saw someone putting an envelope into the same blue container. Then I realized
my mistake. I’d put our sandwich wrappers into a mailbox!

Contributed by Andreas Meyers
2. My husband and I were in France for work. We were invited to a French colleague’s house for
dinner and we took some flowers for her. In my country, we always give an even number of
flowers because an odd number is bad luck. So, we took a bouquet of twelve flowers.
Unfortunately, in France the custom is to give an odd number of flowers. We felt terrible, but our
colleague was very nice about it. We had an interesting conversation about politeness and
customs in different places.

Contributed by Chona Ling
3. During my first trip to Japan, I was taken to a local restaurant. I had been advised to try
everything on my plate so as not to insult my Japanese hosts. They, in turn, were told to be
patient with my American manners. Therefore they said nothing as I crunched my way through a
tasteless wafer served with my meal. Later I realized we had all taken the advice too far. I had
eaten a coaster!

Contributed by Laura Pucher
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1. In Jean’s advice no. 1, the word “compromise” is closet in meaning to........
a.) apology b.) gratefulness
c.) intention d.) accommodation
2. In paragraph no. 2, the word “intrusive” can best be replaced by?
a.) frequentative  b.) loud
c.) interfering d.) moody
3. What is Jean’s advice for the problem no. 3?
a.) frankly speaking and also smile
b.) going to take a look on her desk
¢.) making a screen
d.) picking up something from her cubicle
4. Which one of the following items has the same meaning as the word “terrible” in item 2?
a.) cheerful b.) disturbing
c.) optimistic d.) sorrowful
5. According to the information no. 1, we can conclude that .........
a.) A blue container is a mailbox
b.) Picnic in the park is favorite activity
c.) We should leave all junks in a blue container
d.) Mailbox usually is located in the park
6. Which statement if the main idea of item no. 2?
a.) In France, when you are going for dinner, you should bring some flowers
to their own house.
b.) In France, the custom is to give an odd number o f flowers
c.) In France, giving the even number of flowers is for good luck
d.) In France, the custom is to invite a colleague for a meal at house
7. In item 3, the word “insult” can be replaced by ..........
a.) oppose b.) blame

c.) slander d.) affront
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