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49101307 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY
KEY WORD : CHINESE STONE LION / GRAND PALACE

KEERATI AEM-DARA : CHINESE STONE LION IN THE GRAND PALACE.
INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR : PROF.M.R.SURIYAVUDH SUKHASVASTI,Ph.D. 146 pp.

The objective of the study on the Chinese Lion Statues in the Grand Palace by
relative chronology for categorizing the materials used for carving the statues is to
differentiate the character of the elements of which the statues were originated as well as the
belief behind the placing of the statues.

The result of the study shows that the Chinese Lion Statues in the Grand Palace
are of 2 kinds; the big one and the small one. Besides we can also categorize 3 types of
materials made into the statues:

1. Three pairs of Chinese Lion Statues carved by marble. These are in Wat Phra
Sri Rattana Sadsadaram.

2. Three pairs of Chinese Lion Statues carved by one single stone. These are in
Wat Phra Sri Rattana Sadsadaram.

3. Chinese Lion Statues carved by special technique. These types are found
numerous in the Grand Palace.

As for how to locate the Chinese Lion Statues in the Grand Palace, there are
considerably 2 ways;

1. The place to locate the Chinese Lion Statues is related to the belief of
the guarding spirits in forms of animals or the door guarding who can ward off the devils and
protect the dharma of the Lord Buddha. In the Grand Palace which covers the areas of Wat
Phra Sri Rattana Sadsadaram and in the central and inner courts, the big Chinese Lion
Statues are erected to guard the doors.

2. The other way to use the Chinese Lion Statues is for decoration. There are a
lot of places in the Grand Palace where ones can see the smaller lion statues standing still.
The last relocation of the statues took place in 1982 before the Rattakosin Bicentennial
Celebration. The influence of the Chinese Lion Statues can also be seen in the Rammayana

Mural Painting.
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