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In this thesis, the researcher investigates the amount of sodium hydroxide
(NaOH) and the period of time required for boiling sedge pulp when making
sedge paper. Studied also are the characteristics and physical qualities of the paper
produced by boiling sedge pulp. Finally, evaluated is the satisfaction evinced
by makers of artistic products when making tissue boxes from sedge paper.

The experiment devised for carrying out this inquiry was divided into
three steps: The first step involved the actual production of sedge paper. The
second step was to study the characteristics and physical qualities of sedge
paper. The third step involved determining the degree of satisfaction evinced
by the makers of these artistic products.

The instruments of research consisted of an instrument used to produce

paper pulp and an instrument used to test resistance to tearing as measured by

(6)
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the tear index, an instrument used to measure the degree of tensile strength,
and a five-rating scale form for the purpose of evaluating the satisfaction
evinced by these handicraft artisans who were making sedge tissue boxes.

Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed the
data collected in terms of frequency, percentage and standard deviation.

Findings are as follows:

1. The appropriate condition for making sedge pulp was to use 150
grams of sodium hydroxide per 500 grams of desiccated sedge. The length of
time the pulp was boiled after the boiling point was reached was 1.30 hours. It
was found that ten liters of water would yield 850 grams of sedge pulp.

2. In regard to the physical quality of the sedge paper produced from
the boiling of sedge pulp using 150 grams of sodium hydroxide for 1.30
hours, the researcher found its tensile strength and resistance to tearing were
exhibited at a higher level than when sedge paper was produced from the
boiling of its pulp for a longer period in tandem with using a greater amount
of sodium hydroxide.

3. When using sedge paper to make tissue boxes, the artisans were
satisfied at the highest level with the color in addition to the ease with which
sedge paper could be cut, folded and pleated when said paper was produced
from boiling sedge pulp under the following three conditions. Sedge paper
produced by boiling sedge pulp with 150 grams of sodium hydroxide for 1.30
hours induced satisfaction in the aspect of appropriate thickness, toughness,
and durability as measured by the tear index, as well as in respect to the ease
with which pasting with glue could be done when using this paper. Overall,
satisfaction was manifested at the highest level.

(M
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