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48107902 : MAJOR : THAI ART HISTORY
KEY WORD : BUDDHA / VOTIVE TABLETS / DVARAVATI

RUNGROJ THAMRUNGRAENG : DVARAVATI PERIOD BUDDHA IMAGES AND
VOTIVE TABLETS IN NORTHEASTERN THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF.

SAKCHAI SAISINGHA. Ph. D. 594 pp.

This research is aimed to study Dvaravati Buddha images and votive tablets
discovered in the Northeastern part of Thailand with the focus on their related beliefs,
iconographical aspects and art styles. These researching results are, at the end, employed in
finding how important this area’s role played as a political and cultural center in the Dvaravati
period.

It is found that the creation of Buddha images and votive tablets in this area was related
to a merit-making belief of Mahayana and Theravada Buddhism. However, the evidence portrays
that Theravada was more popular and Mahayana.

Their art styles show a close relationship with the Dvaravati art in the middle part of
Thailand. Nevertheless, some characteristics prominently were derived from Khmer and Indian
art; some reflect local styles.

Dividing art works according to their river basins, the researcher found that Buddha
images and votive tablets in each basin are different both in beliefs and art styles. This reflects

that each basin was not subject to one another or any centers.
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