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48107901 : MAJOR : THAI ART HISTORY
KEY WORD : AYUTTHAYA ART,WAT VORACHET THEPBAMRUNG

PRAPHAT CHUVICHEAN : WAT VORACHET THEPBAMRUNG : A MODEL OF
AYUTTHAYA ART IN 17TH CENTURY A.D.. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO.PROF.SAKCHAI
SAISINGHA,Ph.D. 465 pp.

Wat Vorachet Thepbumrung is a big ancient monastic monument. Since the
construction of the monastery was not mentioned clearly in written records, study must
be conducted through art and archaeological evidences. The study yields many results
about the monastery itself which in turn could be linked to Ayutthaya art in many ways.
The results are presented as follows:

1. Wat Vorachet Thepbumrung was founded in early 16" century as a small
monastery, consisting of two main architectures; a Vihara (assembly hall) and a bell-
shape cetiya (stupa). Later in early 17" century, a central Prang, a Prasat-type cetiya,
and Uposatha (ordination hall)were added, turning it into a big monastic compound. The
later renovation architectures reflect high influence of Lanna art. In addition, the dating
of the art style of each period is in line with the results from archaeological studies.

2. The analysis from the study of Wat Vorachet Thepbumrung could be used
to validate Wat Varajestharama. According to historical documents, these temple were
mentioned in 17" century.As their locations were both out of town, they were considered
Forest Monasteries. Judging from the dating of the art styles and location, Wat Vorachet
Thepbumrung is in fact Wat Varajestharama.

3. The study of Wat Vorachet Thepbumrung reveals various new aspects of
Ayutthaya art. Importantly, the analysis of the art styles helps pinpointing the dating of
some monuments in Ayutthaya period which have not been studied. The study clearly
shows that the art of Wat Vorachet Thepbumrung belongs to the 17" century, reflecting

more varieties of the art styles of Ayutthaya than ever before.
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