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The trend of fly ash utilization in concrete industry is increasing

to unprecedented degree. However, the uniformity of fly ash is still
questionable for quality of final concrete. Therefore, the means for
quality control during construction become necessary. This report
aimed to investigate the effect of high curing temperature on strength
development, some durability properties and also the development of
the microstructure, compare to that of the standard curing condition,
to aid finding accelerated early strength method for quality control of
fly ash concrete. The study investigated the effect of high curing
temperature and duration on fly ash cement mortar and concrete with
the following parameters.
Five cement replacement percentages, namely 0, 20,30,40 and 50; 3
levels of water/binder ratios, viz, 0.40, 0.50 and 0.60; and three
curing conditions, namely standard and high temperature curing
promptly and after 24 hours of casting for 3 2 hours.

The results indicated favorable outcome of accelerated curing
from the inclusion of fly ash in concrete. Different sources of fly ash
which yielded different chemical composition and physical
properties appeared to affect individual strength gain, but not the
ratios of accelerated strength to strength at 28 days. High curing
temperatures strongly influence strength development of fly ash
cement mortar, including compressive, tensile and flexural strength.
The ratios of accelerated compressive strength to strength at 28 days
varied within 10 percent range. The strength of both mortar and
concrete under 95 °C curing is always significantly higher than of 75
°C curing, regardless to the used condition. The strength ratios of fly
ash mortar were found to be in the range of 0.20-0.60, depending on
percent replacement, and temperature level. Delayed curing
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condition clearly reduced the variation of strength ratio. The clear
relationship between accelerated compressive strength and normal
cure compressive strength was found. The strength ratio of
compressive, flexural and tensile strength decreased as the percent
replacement increased.

For concrete, the strong effect of prompt curing under both

high temperature levels, 75°C and 95 °C on strength development
of concrete both with and without fly ash was revealed. For normal
concrete, the difference in means of compressive strength from both
temperature in each condition was statistically significant. However,
the difference in means of the delayed accelerated cure compressive
strength under 75°C and 95 °C was not clear. The variation of the
relationship between accelerated and normal compressive strength
was less 1in this case than that of the prompt curing. High
temperature curing strongly affected strength development of fly ash
concrete. Both replacement percentage and temperature level affect
strength development and later age strength prediction. The
relationship of accelerated and temperature, w/b and percentage
replacement was found to be linear. However, the effect from
temperature level on flexural strength ratio was less than that of
compiessive strength. The effect of temperature on resistance to
sulfate expansion was not clear. Only conclusion that could be
drawn from the wide variation of the limited data was the behavior
of fly ash and normal concrete in this aspect is different. From rapid
chloride permeability test, fly ash concrete under heat cure 3 %
hours showed the immeasurably low resistance of chloride
penetration. The heat effect influenced permeability development
even after the heat source was removed. Different high temperature
influenced hydration and pozzolanic reaction of fly ash concrete to
different degree.
On the basis of the results and with consideration of proper flexible
working schedule and feasibility of each method, both 75°C and
95°C promptly cured for 3 Y2 hours was proposed as means for
quality control and corrective measure. It was concluded that the
relationship of accelerated and normal strength was statistically
significant.



