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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the dynamic production of indigo dyes in the
capitalist society; and to investigate the value of such dyes. This research was qualitative in nature with data
collected through semi’structured and in-depth interviews as well as participatory and non - participatory
observations. The informants consisted of resource persons, members of the Indigo Dyes Group, who
owned raw materials and who was hired for weaving, and other local villagers.

The result of the study indicated that the production of indigo dyes has been dynamically changed
since its inception. In the past, villagers produced indigo dyes for their household use. Law materials could
be obtained locally. The designs, color shades and products were produced according to the utilization.
But, at present, the goal of production has changed from the past to commercial purposes. The production
has been operated under the process of cultural commodification including quality determinant, production
under the same standard, specialized division of labor, pricing, promoting of products, as well as using
designs and colors shades in response to consumer needs. However, the original production process has to
be maintained as the community’ selling point.

As for the value of indigo dyes, this study found that under the capital led society the dynamic
value of indigo dyes cover three aspects: 1) Socio-cultural aspect: in the past villagers produced indigo
dyes for clothing and raping herbs to make heat pad for blur therapy. Moreover, the local belief in “Mae
Moh Nil” was reproduced in the production process. The wisdom of indigo dyes production has been
transferred by women through retelling and practicing. Recently, however, most of villagers do not engage
in indigo dyes. They rather use chemical dyes and ware ready-made cloths. Therefore, the socio-cultural
value of indigo dyes, as villagers’ way of life, has been declined. 2) Economic aspect: villagers, members
of the Indigo Dyes Group, have produced for sale and therefore created exchange value of indigo dyes.
This production has become a supplementary occupation; and 3) Symbolic aspect: in the past, villagers
produced indigo dyes for daily use including cloths for wearing when work in the rice field. Therefore, this
cloth became symbol of villagers and there was a saying: “Indigo is the color of poor rice growers.”
At present days, symbolic value of indigo dyes was constructed through the production process which is
different form that of the past. This current process has influenced by naturalism, localism, as well as the
One-Tambol-One-Product policy. Then, indigo dyed cloth symbolize locality, products and dresses of
Sakonnakhon Province, natural products, and the unique handicrafts; some of which is the only piece in
the world. The construction of this symbolic value has influenced the consumers to use up the indigo

dyed products by considering their embedded symbolic value, rather than their use value.

M ey hnedanenn ame memnbidu udmalausssy
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