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KEY WORD : CELESTIAL ASSEMBLY MURAL PAINTING/CONCEPTUAL DIFFERENCE
RATTIKAL SRIAMPHAI : CONCEPTUAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE

CELESTIAL ASSEMBLY MURAL PAINTINGS FOUND IN THE PHUTTHAISAWAN

CHAPEL, NATIONAL MUSEUM AND THOSE IN WAT SUWANNARAM’S ORDINATION

HALL, BANGKOK NOI. MASTER’S REPORT ADVISOR : PROF. SANTI LEKSUKHUM,

Ph.D. 64 pp. ISBN 974-11-6552-8

The Celestial Assembly Mural Paintings in Thailand normally depict scenes on the
life of the Buddha, but they occasionally refer to the prevalent Devine Palace concept. From
detailed study of Mural Paintings found in Buddhaisawan Chapel, in the National Museum, in the
ordination hall in Wat Suwannaram, Bangkok Noi, plus subsequent investigations on the
Paintings inside Ho Phra Monthien Tham in the Grand Palace and also in the ordination halls of
three other related monasteries, it is found that the principal concept underlying the paintings in
the Buddhaisawan Chapel is the Celestial Palace, whereas the paintings in the ordination hall in
Wat Suwannaram, Bangkok Noi, purport to depict the life of the/Buddha) as/found in/ Chapter 10;

“Abhisambodhiparivatti”, in'Phra Pathomsomphothikatha.

The conclusion above is based on the following grounds (1) the difference in the
function of the buildings, one being a hall for private use, while the other being an ordination hall
in a monastery, (2) the sequential scenes in the Paintings in the ordination hall of Wat
Suwannaram, from the Attack by the Devil, followed by the Assembly of Celestial Beings, and
the presiding Buddha Image in Maravijaya Posture (position of Subduing the Devil), make up a
series of critical events in the life of the Buddha, whereas the Paintings in the Buddhaisawan
Chapel and in Ho Phra Monthien Tham lack such continuation, (3) the allotment of painting
space: the Buddhaisawan Chapel assigns the Paintings of the Assembly of Celestial Beings to be
executed on the four walls of the regtangular hall, whereas the paintings are allowed only on the

right and the left walls of the ordination hall of Wat Suwannaram.
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