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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) the behavior of public health
service clients at Mueang District, Pathum Thani Province in terms of exposure to media
from Village Health VVolunteers (VHV); 2) the public health service clients’ knowledge
about AIDS; 3) the relationships between the clients’ demographic factors and their
knowledge about AIDS; and 4) the relationships between clients’ exposure to media from
VHV and their knowledge about AIDS.

This was a survey research. The sample population, chosen by simple random
sampling, consisted of 397 people who received public health services in Mueang District,
Pathum Thani Province in 2011. Data were collected using a questionnaire and statistically
analyzed using percentage, mean, standard deviation and chi square.

The results showed that 1) The samples had a high level of exposure to media
from VHVs. Most of them received information about AIDS from 3 sources:
hospitals/community public health centers, home visits by VHVs or chance meetings with
VHVs. 2) The samples had a high level of knowledge about AIDS. 3) The demographic
factors of level of education, household income, and place of residence were related to the
samples’ level of knowledge about AIDS to a statistically significant degree (p<0.05). 4)
The factors of frequency of exposure to media from VHV, length of time of exposure to
media from VHV, and source of information about AIDS were related to the samples’
knowledge of AIDS to a statistically significant degree (p<0.05).

Keywords: HIV, AIDS awareness, STD, Communicable disease, Public health
outreach, Community public health
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