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Abstract

The objectives of this thesis are: 1. To understand the problems of enforcement of
the Declaration of Patient’s Rights and National Health Act, B.E. 2550, as well as the problems in
practical implementation of the Law on Patient's Rights and consent to medical treatment. 2. To propose the
amendment of the Declaration of patient’s rights under the National Health Act, B.E. 2550,
as well as patient’s rights under other laws relating to the consent to medical treatment in order
to enhance the strategies for the promotion of patients ‘rights supporting the patients to exercise
their rights. 3. To strengthen law enforcement and to encourage an effective measures for health
professionals, health service providers in the implementation of patients’ laws and regulations
resulting in the efficiency of patients’ accessing to patients’ rights according to the Declaration of
Patient’s Rights under the National Health Act, B.E. 2550 and other relevant laws. 4. To make a
comparison between Thai laws and laws of other countries concerning patient’s rights.

This thesis is a qualitative research based on documentary research, conducted by
collecting data from various sources, laws and legislations, documents, textbooks, articles, thesis
and Supreme Court judgements.

The results from the studies of this thesis showed that although the consent to
medical treatment relating to the patients’ rights is not particularly legislated in any law, the
Declaration of Patient’s Rights, the law of professions and the National Health Act, B.E. 2550
stipulated that every patient has the basic rights to receive health services, and there is the
requirement that the patient has to give consent to medical treatment. Health service providers
or medical doctors are required to sufficiently inform patients of any information relating to the
services in order that the patients can fully understand their medical conditions, and therefore
the patients can decide whether they should receive or refuse treatment. Health service
providers or medical doctors are responsible for patients’ treatment only if patients give consent
to or with reasons according to the laws. On this account, competent patients have the rights to
make decisions regarding consent to medical treatment, and the doctors are to respect patient’s
rights. Provided that health service providers or medical doctors infringe on patients’ rights or
neglect their duties, they are inclined to be sued both in civil and criminal cases. However, in
case of emergency or severe conditions that may be harmful to patient’s lives or other cases
according to the law, health service providers or medical doctors may be of excuse and are able

to treat patients without consent.

Keywords: Law enforcement, Consent, Patient’s rights
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