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47205203 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL STUDIES

KEY WORD : LOCAL HISTORY/URAKLAWOI/LIPE ISLAND/SATUN

o DARUNAI JAROONTHONG : HISTORY OF URAK LAWO! COMMUNITY ON LIPE
"ISLAND, SATUN PROVINCE, AD.1950-2006. AN INDEPENDENT STUDY ADVISOR
ASSO.PROF. YONGYUTH CHUWAEN . 185 pp.

This research attempts to study the way of life of the Urak Lawoi's community on Lipe
Island, its development, adaptation and factors which influenced changes within the community
between 1950-2006 A.D.

The finding of this research shows that before 1950, the Urak Lawoi maintained a
simple, traditional, mostly subsistant way of life. Such pattern began to change from 1950 onward
due to the passing of the community’s well — respected traditional leaders, together with the
infiltration of middle men and state bureaucracy into the community. These factors affected the life of
the Urak Lawoai in this transitional period, resulting in the shift toward commercial economy, changes
in settlement patterns and acceptance of Buddhism. However, during this Transitional period, some
continuity in the way of life of the Urak Lawoi were still maintained.

After 1984, another change namely tourism, affected the Urak Lawoi. The community
under went distinct transformation and adaptation. They adopted new kinds of jobs and became
wage — earners or labor for hire. Other changes occurred in pattems of settlement and the
characteristic of housing social relationship, cultural trait and belief system. The changes and
adaptations that occurred reflect the way in which a traditional community embraced a process of
modernization and modern culture.





