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47205206 : MAJOR : HISTORICAL STUDIES
KEY WORD : AMERICAN BASES / IMPACT / UDORNTHANI / ECONOMIC CONDITION /
SOCIAL CONDITION
PONGSAK  PATTHA: THE IMPACT OF AMERICAN BASES ON SOCIO -
ECONOMIC CONDITION OF UDORNTHANI, A.D.1962 - 1977. THESIS ADVISOR : WINAI
PONGSRIPIAN. Ph.D. 177 pp.

The purpose of thesis is to study the impact of American bases on the economic
and social conditions of Udornthani Province between 1962 and 1977. The result of this study
shows that the presence of the 8,000-strong military personnel at the American bases in
Udornthani contributed greatly to the economic growth of the province. The bases attracted
job seekers from within Udorn as well as from neighbouring provinces. People were employed
for various kinds of jobs within the bases and for external services. Many new businesses,
especially the entertainment sector, were set up in order to serve the needs of young
American soldiers. Hotels, Bars, night clubs, massage parlours, bungaloes, and houses to let,
were ubiquitous and making good profits. The municipality extended in size in response to the
unexpected economic boom. However, this development was to be followed by social
problems such as prostitution, drug addiction, and often-despised children of mixed
American-Thai parentage.

The withdrawal of American troops from Udorn in 1976, after the debacle of
American involvement in the Vietnam War, brougt about an abrupt change in the economic
and social conditions in the province. Thousands of local workers lost their well-paid jobs, and
inevitably, houses of pleasures and all sorts of related services had to close down. Lack of
jobs and employment accentuated the already-existing social problems, notably, abandoned
orphans, deserted women of comfort, and crimes. Local workers, however, proved to be
resilent in the face of dire situation. Many went back to resume their work in the paddy fields,
whereas others either started petty and small-scale brades, or sought employment abroad as
manual or skilled workers. As a chief town with favourable economic potentials, it was not
long before Udornthani recovered economically and regained its status as a thriving

commercial centre in Upper Northeast Thailand.

Department of History Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2007
Student's signature........c.ccccoeeeevvvveeeeeee i,

Thesis AdVisor's Signature...........ccccvvveeeeeeeeeeccivnnenn,
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