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This thesis aims to study the relations between groups of people in the port of
Ayutthaya, an area where trading activities occurred regularly, and which contributed to
Ayutthaya's ’status as an international port city. The area which formed the international port
of Ayutthaya stretched from the Chao Phraya river mouth to-the city of Ayutthaya itself. In this
area many groups of people traded. These groups may be divided into' categories
according to the state’s social and manpower control system, namely the ruling class, the

inhabitants of Ayutthaya and the various groups of foreigners

From research conducted for this study, the relations which Were formed may be
divided into three kinds: relationships based on the exercise of power, trading relationship
and social relationships. All of the above were connected with the state’s power, with the
crown’s trade monopoly system as the key factors. All these relations varied and fluctuated

during the period covered this thesis.
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