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In the past there have been a lot of studies on the modification and improvement of residences in
housing projects, but most are studies of post-occupied sites and there still are no existing pre-occupied
modification and improvement studies, especially in a case of premium class houses that have plenty of
functional area.

This research is aimed to identify the reasons that drive house owners to decide to modify and
improve standard houses provided by a housing project and the needs and usage of functional areas. The study
are focuses on the case of Golden Lanna Housing project located on Ramkhamhang Road, Saphansoong
district, Bangkok in 2002-2003. Houses here are built to order. The study is based on details of modification
and improvement construction plans and house owner interviews.

The study shows that most house owners are entrepreneurs and professionals, aged between 46-55
years, live as a family with teenage sons and daughters. Modification and improvement were categorized in 3
ways: 1.) The relocation and expansion of service area, as owner decided to build a separate service area from
the main structure. The service area is composed of the kitchen, laundry, store room and maid’s room. The
latter is normally designed in the standard house, but modification is made to separate this maid area from
owner. 2.) The modification of functional areas to suit their specific needs. Such as a home theater room for this
family, guest room and exercise room. 3.) The extension of parking area as owner have plans for future cars of
their children ‘s cars.

The research concluded that reasons for modification and improvement are follows, 1.) To separate
functional areas, such as the kitchen for maid, guest room for guest and private area for family members. 2.) To
better suit personal needs and 3.) To prevent future problems.

Needs are described by Maslow ‘s hierarchy of Needs and Status Crystallization theories. In the
social need level, owners are forced to act for social acceptance so they have to behave similar to those in the
same social class, such have a maid and give children a private bedroom and car. For self esteem, they respond
to their particular needs such as special function rooms. Finally, the Everet M.Rogers & J.D.Standfield theories
that describe consumer behaviors that their actions showed concern of possible future problem will lead to

action, live car park preparation. -





