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RATIKORN KAEWNUY: GRASSROOTS SOCIAL MOVEMENT AND OPPOSITION
TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF BONOK POWER STATION: A CASE STUDY OF THE
RUK THONGTHIN BONOK GROUP, PRACHUAP KIRI KHAN PROVINCE: THESIS
ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF.M.R.PRUDHISAN JUMBALA, 216 pp. ISBN 974-53-1753-5.
This study has the objective of analyzing the Ruk thongthin Bonok Group]i.n?erzms5 ?foits
roles and strategies in opposing the proposed government - initiated construction of the Bonok coal-
fired power station in Prachuap Kiri Khan Province, Thailand during 1995-2002 . The methodologies
employed are documentary research into primary and secondary sources comprising the group,s,
government and other relevant documents as Well as in-depth interviews and discussion with those
involved in the Ruk Thonthin Bonok Group and those of its network.

The study found that the Ruk Thonthin Bonok was an environmental social movement born
out of awareness of the said dangers which the power station would pose on the local peopless living
conditions and on the natural environment. Even though it was initiated by self-interested persons,/it
became aware of the said dangers such that it continuously opposed the construction of the power
station. When it found that its pressure on public policy was insyfﬁcient, it proceeded to mobilize
resources from external sources, namely various local, trans-local, r;éti‘z)nal and international networks,
for additional support. At the same time, it gathered data and reasons from selected sources so as to
make a stronger case for its opposition to the power station. Such strategies eventually ensured policy
access such that the group was able to bargain with the government on an equal footing. The result
was that the government decided to postpone the construction of the power station, this being a form
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of non-decision making as decision-making.
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