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st e ABSTRACT

In Thailand, organic rice production under some standard controls really started in Northern and
Northeastern regions since 1991 and 1997 respectively. In year 2001, Thai government declared
* organic farming to be the nat'm‘nal agenda. The extension works then focused on increasing capacity of
-.'{;rganic'-rice-producﬁon. However, organic rice production in Thailand was found to progress rather
“slowly. This research study focused on finding the factors limiting organic rice production at both
-organization and household levels. Research started with preliminary study on situation of organic rice
“ production at national level. For provincial and subdistrict levels, Ubon Ratchatani province with one
‘related subdistrict were selected for field studies on organic rice production managed under different
degrees of standard controls by local organizations and households. This research study employed system
-approaches and qualitative methods to collect and analyze field data in 2001/02 to 2007/08 crop year.
; From the findings, in 2006/07 crop year, organic rice planted area in Thailand was very
" small; only 0.2% of total rice planted area. Limiting factors causing low organic rice production seemed
- to derive from 4 subsystems including extension, organic agriculture standards, market arrangement and
production processes by concerned farmers.

The findings at organizations level, there were four types of organization management systems
on certified organic rice production; (1) Organize farming leading market approach—managing by
production under government standard control at plot production level but without marketing supports
and still with the objectives for widespread expamsion of organic rice production: Limiting
conditions/factors for extension in this system included insufficient extension officers to work closely
with farmers, selection of inappropriate farmers, paying low attention to participations by farmer
groups/networks, extension with applying certified standard by individual farmer, inefficient works by
concerned certify bodies (CB), distribution of non-CB approved production inputs to farmers and no
market arrangements for products. (2) Organize self reliance approach—managing under local network
standards sct by local farmer network members with products distributed among network and general
consumers. For this organization management system, limiting conditions/factors were narrow markets
and occasional mismanagement of products collection from farmer members. (8) Organize cluster
approach—managing by using contract farming with cluster approach and under both national and abroad
standards for exportation. Limiting conditions/factors found under this management system were
insufficient number of capable extension officers, there was no own rice barns for storage and rice

milling to meet required standards, late purchasing of products from farmers, competition for products
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with jocal markets supported by government price guarantee scheme, lack of cooperation between
- piﬁd’ﬁcf buying units (middleman) and extension units, inability to identify markets and estimate future

" market demand for products, incompetence in foreign languages for contacting foreign markets., and (4)

Organize completed cycle approach—managing by using contract farming with completed cycle approach

B j{;ﬁ&_ép--'go'mé ‘abroad standards to export the products according to Fair Trade policy. Main limiting

' "c_(}.n;j.i'.[-iqns/faétors found in this management system included competition for products with local markets

__supported by government price guarantee scheme and farmers withdrawing from memberships due to
extra payments on membership fees and premium price scheme.

The findings at houschold level, was found that; (1) Conditions/factors discouraging farmers

E -"jﬁihing certified organic rice production included strict standard controls and difficulties in management
~on many steps of organic rice ‘producticn process as certified standards e.g. disallowing application of
any.chemical inputs; however, some farmers believe that chemical fertilizers being more effective for
~—crop growth than organic fertilizers, proposed selling prices of organic rice were not attractive,
appropriate location of paddy fields, insufficient labor, possession of own livestock, not having time to
- join regular member group meetings, farm household members disagree of organic rice farming, etc. (2)
Conditions/factors limiting that farmer could not produce the certified organic rice e.g. difficulties in
management on many steps of organic rice production process, some disagreement among family
members in following standard organic rice production instruction, natural disaster such as flooding, etc.
(8) Conditions/factors limiting that farmers did not produce the standard organic rice continually were
_ without marketing and/or got lower price than local markets supported by government price guarantee
scheme, farmers withdrawing from memberships due to extra payments on membership fees, insufﬁciénf
labor, change of household’s rice farming responsibility, change of paddy field ownership, etc., and (4)
Conditions/factors limiting farmers did not expansion to grow more area of standard organic rice was
inappropriate paddy lands and/or far from village,

Conditions/factors support the certified organic rice production were close contacts between
farmers and extension officers who also work as inspectors, practicing on instructions of standard organic
rice production, having paddy fields at appropriate locations, satisfying products and outcomes return, to
be honestly in occupation, feel happiness to be companionships with other neighboring and group
members, and also feel secure as organic rice growing was free from harmful pesticides, etc.

Recommendations to overcome problems and constraints in future expansion of organic rice
productions under four types of management organization systems were given under the following nine
issues: (1) product extension and internal inspection, (2) production according to standards set by
related rules and standard practice, (3) market arrangement and product price setting, (4) products,
cost and benefit return from production, (5) household members and available labor, (6) location and
bio-physical area, (7) fertilizers and existing household livestock, (8) occupation honestly, faithfully,

attitude of health and ecosystems, and (9) relationship and helps among groups.





