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~This descriptive research aimed to identify the factors that related to the decision making
_regarding amniocentesis in pregnant women at risk for fetal Down syndrome. The Health Belief
Model (HBM) was used as a conceptual framework in this study, from which the independent
factors were determined to be individual perceptions, cue to action, and sog:liodemography. A
questionnaire based on these factors was provided to a purposive sampling of 168 pregnant
women at risk for fetal Down syndrome who had gestational age less than 24 weeks and received
a genetic counseling at Srinagarind Hospital and Khon Kaen Hospital. Utilizing SPSS software,
descriptive statistics and logistic regression analysis were carried out on all 168 women, with chi-
square test and odds ratio (OR) with 95% confidence interval (CI).

The findings showed that 84.5% of the pregnant women accepted amniocentesis. Logistic
regression analysis revealed that two key constructs of the HBM influence the decision making
process. Perceived threat of fetal Down syndrome (OR=0.2, 95% CI=0.06-0.58) and perceived
barriers of amniocentesis (OR=0.1, 95% CI=0.04-0.33) were significantly related to the decisions
of pregnant women. This present study indicates that the factors of perceived threat and perceived

barriers should be taken into consideration in the provision of genetic counseling.





