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This descriptive cross-sectional study aimed to examine health impacts of using neem
extract as vegetable insecticides on vegetable farmers in Nonghoi sub-district Prathongkham
District, Nakhonratchasima Province. The 103 sampling farmers were investigated using
structured questionnaire and observation. This study conducted during October, 2008 to March,
2009. The data was analyzed by descriptive statistics including mean, standard deviation,
percentage, maximum and minimum.

The results found that health hazards associated with working procedure were sun light
exposure and ant biting during raw materials providing, accident from grinding equipment, dust,
chemical substances in neem extract and improper working posture. Attitudes for using neem
extract of vegetable farmers found that most of them 53.4 % were good. The incorrect attitude
about using neem extract, 62.1% of farmers believed that using concentrated neem extract caused
violet leaf in vegetable, point burning, wilt and dwarf. For using neem extract behaviors found
that most of them 76.7% were a moderate level. The incorrect behaviors of the farmers were no
use personal protective equipments during their spraying and épraying neem extract in afternoon.
Most of them had not negative physical, mental and social health impacts. There were some
nuisance and health effects such as foul smell, muscle pain, dizziness, anxiety with efficiency of
neem extract.

In conclusion, the relevant organizations should conduct trairﬁng on safe using neem

extract and hazards prevention and control for these farmers.





