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The purpose of this research was to study the impacts of tourism to the ethnic
groups’ ways of life in Chiangrai, to study the differences of the ethnic groups' ways of
life in Chiangrai of Thailand and in Yunnan; the Republic of China, to study the strategies
of Chiangrai's sustainable tourism enhancement, to survey the tourists’ opinions on
Chiangrai's ethnic tourism management, to study the strategies and the solutions of
ethnic groups between in Chiangrai province and Khun Ming city, to find out the
cooperative strategies of preventing the impacts of ethnic tourism between in Chiangrai
and in Khun Ming city. The population was divided into 2 groups as 400 Thai tourists
and 400 Foreign tourists. The research areas were 4 districts in Chiangrai: Muang
Chiangrai district with many ethnic tourism-based attractions, Mae Sai district with fewer
ethnic tourism- based attractions, Mae Chan district with few ethnic tourism- based
attractions and Mae Loa district with no ethnic tourism- based attractions. The research
instruments drawn from the in-depth interview and focus groups were questionnaires.
The statistics used were percentage, mean and standard deviation.

There were both positive and negative impacts to Social, Culture and Enviroment
where as there was only positive impacts in Economic which impacted to the ethnic
groups’ ways of life in Chiangrai.

Positive impacts in Social was a better ethnic groups’ livelihood. There were new
modern houses and various of daily facilities

Negative impacts in Social were the difficulty in agriculture such as pets being

shut for tourists caused to some ethnic groups changed occupations for selling
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souvenirs. They were lazy to work in agriculture. A bad tourists’ behaviour made ethnic
groups to feel humble and unfair in social. Some ethnic groups changed to eat
delicatessed food as a result of the imitating from the tourists. The tourists and guides
took some drugs to use in the village.

Positive impacts in Culture were the ethnic groups' preserving their ways of life
and they had an opportunity to learn and change their culture with the tourists.

Neg'ative impacts in Culture were the ethnic groups’ quarrel because of the
income from tourism. The ethnic groups’ culture were changed such as the religion of
their own ancestors to be Christian cause to some old tradition were lost. The ethnic
groups changed their dress but they still used their language to communicate within
their groups. However they used Thai or other languages to communicate with the
tourists cause to some ethnic words or phrases were lost.

Positive impacts in Enviroment was the preservation of forests and surrounding
for the tourism industry.

Negative impacts in Enviroment was the problem of rubbish and dirtiness from
the tourists.

Positive impacts in Economic was the increase of ethnic groups’ income from
tourism.

The research has shown the ethnic groups’ ways of life in Chiangrai, Thailand
were the same as in Yunnan, Republic of China for example the main ethnic groups’
occupation was agriculture and they used tourism industry to increas their income. The
ethnic groups had a chance to show, change, learn and paticipant their tradition with
the tourists cause to they felt pround their own custom and confident to teach others.
However, Chiangrai and Yunnan found the same decadent tourism place problem.

The collaborative strategies of preventing and the solutions in the impacts of
ethnic tourism in Chiangrai was the community leaders and concerned participants for
fostering the ethnic groups love and preserve there own tradition. In Yunnan, used the
regulations from the government to preserve the tradition. Therefore, if Chiangrai and

Yunnan use each strategies to apply for solving there problems, it may be better.
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The strategies sustainable ethnic tourism based enhanced in Chiangrai were
education from the educational places to support the budget in advantage tourism
activities. Where as, In Yunnan used the budget from the individual orgaanizations to
support the activities, the traditional preservation and restore the ethnic tourism places.
Therefore, if Chiangrai and Yunnan use the cooperated strategies, the more sustainable

ethnic tourism based will be enhanced.





