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SUTHIRA INPHROM: THE IMPACT OF TOURIST INDUSTRY ON THE WAY OF LIFE OF

AGRICULTURAL WORKERS: A CASE STUDY OF CHAWENG COMMUNITY, KO SAMUI

DISTRICT, SURAT THANI PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR: MRS. SURIYA VEERAVONGS,

165 pp. ISBN 974-53-1317-3.

The objective of this research is to study the socio-economic and cultural impact of
tourist industry among agricultural workers in Chaweng Community during 1981-2004. The
target population involves five categories of agricultural families. Data's collection methods
utilized in the study are documentary research, participant observation and in-depth
interview, while content analysis was used in analyzing documents and field note.

Both positive and negative economic impact was found. Positive impact covers
gaining higher income, creating new sources and new types of work. Negative impact is
higher cost of living, especially for coconut farmers who receive income only from selling
coconut. Subsistent fishermen would gain the most negative impact in the future due to
decreasing number of marine resources, especially fish.

Social impact includes higher number of nuclear families, reducing of
interrelationship among family members, and transition of family relationship resulting in lower
level of interdependency. Cultural impact includes the replacement of local art performance,
such as Manorah and shadow play by musical drama and modern music. There is a
transformation of voluntary labor assistance, in arranging traditional religious events into
cash-based assistance. Moreover, the simplicity of traditional events has changed to
commercial oriented events in order to draw more tourists. In terms of food consumption,
there is a transition of self-preparation and exchanging into ready-made food for the reason
of convenience. Also, the locals working in tourist industry have improved their foreign-
language proficiency. The agricultural workers, meanwhile, prefer staying at home to going
out to the beach as they previously did in order to avoid the crowd and noise pollution in
tourism areas. However, family of young adults likely to visit entertainment establishments,

especially at night, resulting in family problems.
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