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The objective of this research is to study the diffusion of computers in high schools and how the students
access to them. The sampling group is students from 16 high schools in Supanburi province. Using mixed research
methods, its main part is quaitative, conducted by interview and observation, while the supplementary part s
Quantitative, conducted by giving out questionnaires to 350 students at Mattayom6 (Grade12) level.

To conclude, the results of this study are as followed:

The govermmment supports computer diffusion in schools by aranging computer courses and providing
computer devices with the intemet. And the schools distribute computer media by themselves at both policy and
operational ievel. Most of them have plans that are specifically written, and these plans ciearly state objectives and
practices but do not mention the length of time and how 10 evaluate the results. At the operational level, the results
show that the schools have provided computers and servers for themselves, and that they have 6 ways to educate
computer literacy to students, namely, providing computer courses, establishing computer club, using announcement
boards, computer books, magazines, Video, and allow the students use computers after classes.

The diffusion affects the schools in three ways: First, Physical structure, it makes the schools adapt their
normal classrooms for the computer classrooms. Most schools have to adapt 1-2 rooms for computer classes, and
they make them giassed with air-conditioners and telephone lines.

Second, the schools have financial problems since they have high expense from these changes while most
of them only have small budgets. And last, the effect conceming both teachers and students, that 1s teachers have to
lsam more about computer in order to prepare themseives to teach their students, and aiso they have 1o take care of
computer rooms when there is no class, while students have to donate to schoois about 200-300 baht each semester.

The resuits show that the mission of computer diffusion in schools has not been accomplished due to 5
obstacles, namely 1. The lack of budget since it requires much money 10 buy computers, pay for electric bl and
mitemet service etc. 2. The schools themselves do not realize the importance of computer, so they are not likely to
succeed at educating students 3. The govemment support lacks continuity, so the leaming process has been delayed
4. Due to lacking of the computer knowledge leads the teacher can not give any knowledge or informs student how to
use computer efficiently 5. Students do not have enough time to use and practice computers since they have to study

akl day.





