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In this thesis on “The Conduct of Research and the Use of Information
by Lecturers at Private Universities,” the researcher investigates (1) the
conduct of research; (2) problems encountered in conducting research; (3) the
use of information in the conduct of research; and (4) problems in the use of
information for conducting research by lecturers at private universities.

Using the method of multi-stage sampling vis-a-vis a research
population of 689 lecturers, the researcher collected a sample population of
253 lecturers employed by and conducting research at 33 private universities.
The researcher utilized Taro Yamane’s formula in computing the proper

sample size. The instrument of research was a questionnaire.
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Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the data collected were
analyzed in terms of percentage, mean and standard deviation. Hypothesis
testing was conducted using the independent samples t-test and F-test (one-
way analysis of variance [ANOVA]) with results being obtained at the
statistically significant level of .05.

Findings are as follows:

1. Most of the lecturers who were conducting research at private
universities were females. At the highest educational level, they were holders
of a master’s degree. They had held positions as lecturers over an employment
period of one year. Most of the funding the lecturers used in conducting
research came from institutes or the places where they were employed. Most
of them conducted a single research investigation over the period of one year.
Most used Thai in presenting their research results. They distributed their
research results in the form of research articles. The reason they gave for
conducting research was that they were assigned to do so at their places of
employment. In addition, it was found that lecturers produced academic work
in the form of teaching materials besides conducting other forms of research.

2. The lecturers under study faced problems in and obstacles to
conducting research in an overall picture at a moderate level (X=3.00).

3. The lecturers under study used information in conducting research in
an overall picture at a moderate level (X=3.24).

4. The lecturers under study exhibited problems in using information

services at university libraries in conducting research in an overall picture at a

high level (X=3.51).
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5. In the course of comparing problems experienced by these lecturers
in conducting research, it was found that lecturers who differed in the
demographical characteristics of gender and educational level exhibited
parallel differences in problems in conducting research at the statistically
significant level of .05.

6. In comparing the use made of information in conducting research,
the researcher found that male and female lecturers evinced corresponding
differences in the use of information in conducting research at the statistically
significant level of .05.

In comparing problems in the use of information, the researcher also
determined that the lecturers under study who differed in the demographical
characteristics of gender and educational level failed to display concomitant
differences in the use of information at the university libraries they utilized

while conducting research.
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