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Abstract
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This research aims to collect, revise and reorganize the former and new knowledge
concerning the unique fossils, petrified wood, fossil elephants and dinosaurs found in Nakhon
Ratchasima by verifying the documents, collecting fieldwork data and analyzing the classification of
the fossils by the specialist.

As a result of the study, it was found that the petrified wood could be classified into 11
families 19 genera and 50 species. The age of old petrified wood found in Wang Nam Keow,
Pakchong, Sikiew and Theparak District was approximately between 190-100 million years ago.
The new petrified wood found in more than 10 districts in the central and the northern part of the
province was about 16-0.8 million years ago. Fossil elephant could be classified into 8 genera out of
42 genera found on earth. These were the fossil of Gomphotherium, Prodeinotherium, Protanancus
etc. The location, in which fossit elephants were mainly found, was in the sand pit near the Mun
River in Chalerm Prakiat District. In addition, 6 genera of carnivorous and herbivorous dinosaurs of
about 100 million years ago were also found, This dinosaurs included the Siamotyrannus,
Phuwiangosaurus, Iguanodontid. Some of group were first found in Thaitand such as Hadrosaur,
which was found in Nakhon Ratchasima.

It can be concluded that Nakhon Ratchasima is one of the unique locations of fossils.

A large number and biodiversity of fossils were found in this province. In addition to the ayve, fossil
of ape, which was the ancestor of Urang Utang was also found and was classified by the
Department of Mineral Resources in 2004. It was classified Khoratpithecus piriyai.

As a result of this study, the research could be supported by the government and the
private sectors to develop and conserve the locations where the fossils were discovered.
The museum, park or learning center could be established as the world heritage and tourist

attraction of the province and the country.





