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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the knowledge and understanding
of participatory democracy of village health volunteers; (2) factors that affected the knowledge
and understanding of participatory democracy of village health volunteers; (3) the political impact
of the village health volunteers; and (4) the relationship between knowledge and understanding of
participatory democracy and the political impact.

The sample consisted of 196 village health volunteers, including the president and
secretary of the village health volunteers group, in Amphoe Phra Samut Chedi, Samut Prakan
Province. The research tools were questionnaires and interview forms. The response rate on
questionnaires was 99.49%. Data were analyzed using percentages, means, standard deviation, chi
square and content analysis.

The results showed that: (1) the sample had a high level of knowledge and
understanding about participatory democracy. (2) The factor of being a local leader was related to
knowledge and understanding of participatory democracy to a statistically significant level of .05.
Personal factors and the factor of exposure to political news were not found to be related to
knowledge and understanding of participatory democracy. (3) Overall, the political impact of the
village health volunteers was medium. Citizens expressed their satisfaction with their
representatives by using their rights to vote to a greater extent. (4) Knowledge and understanding
of participatory democracy was related to the political impact to a statistically significant level of

.05.
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