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Although the recent consecutively increased international Thai trade has caused the
increasing demand in maritime transportation due to the rate of the increased international trade,
however, the studies indicates that Thai maritime transportation business doesn’t depends on the
increasing rate of the value and the volume o;f the international trade. In addition, it is found that
not only the change in the number and the capacity of Thai ships is not in balance with the
demand of maritime transportation, but the number of Thai ships doesn’t also meet the demand of
the service market for the maritime transportation. From the past to the present, the level of Thai
maritime transportation service has been very low when compared to that of the foreign maritime
transport. The expected main reason is related to the registration of ships. This causes the
business ship owners not interested in registering their ships under Thai flags, but register under
Singapore and other countries’ flags instead.

The objectives of this research were to study the differences in the services of Thai and
Singapore registration steps of ships, to study the problems and limitations in Thai registration
steps of ships, to study the factors that Thai business ship owners used in the consideration of the
ships’ national flags, and to study the ideal ship registration steps in Thailand that meet the desire
of the business ship owners. These studies were carried out through the depth interviews with
management officers of ship fleet or with the management officers of the maritime transportation
routes of the international maritime transportation service companies. In addition, the studies
were also performed through the collected information using the questionnaire structure and done
by people owning the Thai ships.

From this research, there are a few useful suggestions for improving the ship registration
in many areas such as the suggestions for ship registration, for maritime trade law, for finance and

tax duty, for promoting maritime transportation policy, and for ship crews.





